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00 Introduction 

This book was written about 20 years after the resurrection of Jesus and 15 years previous to the death of Paul. Many writers note that there have always been various styles of letter writing. Morris notes, “In the first century there was some latitude, but a letter always began with the name of the writer, followed by that of the addressee, and a greeting. It is important to notice that the first words of 1 Thessalonians are in the form usual at the beginning of a letter of this period” (p. 45). As we read this letter, keep in mind that the church here is composed of completely new Christians, yet God knows that even new converts can demonstrate a very high level of faithfulness, morality, and zeal, even in difficult circumstances.
01 Chapter 1 

Introduction
Outline:

I. Greeting: 

II. Thanksgiving and prayer for them: 

III. Their response to the gospel: 

A. How the gospel came to them: 

B. How they received it: 

C. How they in turn proclaimed it: 

D. How it changed their lives: 

E. The hope it gave them: 

Verse 1
1 Thessalonians 1:1 “Paul, and Silvanus, and Timothy, unto the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace” 

“Paul”: Unlike other letters he does not assert his apostleship because that was not being questioned by this congregation (Galatians 1:1). Even though Silvanus and Timothy are mentioned with him in the greeting, it is clear that Paul is the author of the letter (2:18; 3:5; 5:27). “Silvanus”: “Silvanus is the Latin form of the name of the man known in Acts as Silas (the Aramic form of Saul)”. [Note: _ The New Century Bible Commentary. 1 and 2 Thessalonians. I. Howard Marshall. p. 48.] The name Silas means “person of the woods” (cf. our adjective "sylvan", and cf. Pennsylvania: Penn"s woods). We first find Silas at the council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:22; Acts 15:27; Acts 15:32). He then joins Paul on the second journey (15:40); and had helped Paul establish the church in Thessalonica (17:1,10). “Timothy”: Many speculate that he is mentioned last in this greeting, probably because he was the younger of all three men (1 Timothy 4:12). He may have been in his late teens or early twenties when this letter was written. He had joined Paul and Silas before they had crossed over into Europe (Acts 16:1-3).

When this letter was written from Corinth, all three men were together (Acts 18:5). Hendriksen notes, “Associated with him, fully endorsing everything he says, are Silvanus and Timothy” (p. 38). Erdman notes, “He is intending to express feelings and sentiments and beliefs in which he unites with his companions, Silvanus and Timothy” (p. 30). Here we see the "likemindedness" of the early Christians. 

“Unto the church of the Thessalonians”: The church in Thessalonica or the church composed of Thessalonians. “In God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”: The church is that body of people who have a favorable relationship with God (Acts 20:28; Ephesians 2:19; Ephesians 5:23; 1 Timothy 3:15). Notice carefully the "and" between God the Father "and" the Lord Jesus Christ. They are a package deal. One cannot have a right relationship with the Father and yet reject the Son (1 John 4:15; 1 John 5:10-12; John 14:6). In this verse we learn three things about Jesus: (a) He is Divine. The word "Lord" that is used in connection with His name is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew "Jehovah". “This is the regular word for Jehovah in the Septuagint” (Morris p. 48). Marshall notes, “Significantly Paul places Jesus Christ alongside God the Father without any sense of doing anything strange. They are placed on the same level” (p. 49). (b) The name Jesus which is derived from the Latin, which in turn is from the Greek transliteration of the Hebrew "Joshua", meaning "Jehovah is our salvation". Hence He is our Savior (Matthew 1:21). (c) "Christ" is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew "Messiah". Thus in Jesus all the Messianic prophecies find their fulfillment (Luke 24:44-47).

“Grace”: More than kindness or favor, rather God"s kindness as expressed to men in the abundant spiritual blessings that He bestows upon Christians (Ephesians 1:3). “Peace”: “Peace among the Greeks meant much the same as it does with us, namely the absence of war or strife. But among the Hebrews it was a positive concept. When a Hebrew said, ‘Peace be to you,’ he did not mean, ‘I hope you won"t get into a fight’, but rather, ‘I pray that you may prosper’. The root is concerned with ‘wholeness’. The man who enjoys peace is thus the one whose life is well rounded. Paul"s greeting, then, reminds his friends that all is owed to God” (Morris p. 49).

Verse 2
1 Thessalonians 1:2 “We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers”

“We give thanks to God always for you all”: Paul was very grateful for those who had obeyed the gospel. The only letter which omits such a thanksgiving is the letter to the Galatians. The phrase for you all indicates that Paul is thankful for every Christian, because every child of God is valuable. Paul practices what he will later stress (1 Thessalonians 5:18). There was much to be thankful about. Morris notes, “One of the main themes of the letter is Paul"s joy at knowing that the members of the Thessalonian church were continuing to live as Christians during his forced absence from them and despite every outward obstacle. The same people who had succeeded in making Paul leave Thessalonica doubtless continued to harass the friends whom he left there; yet despite it all, Paul"s fears for their faith had proved groundless” (p. 50). “Give thanks is in the present tense, which indicates continuous action” (Fields p. 30). “Always" qualifies "give thanks", and indicates that the thanksgiving is constant, not sporadic” (Morris p. 50).

Verse 3
1 Thessalonians 1:3 “remembering without ceasing your work of faith and labor of love and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, before our God and Father”

“Remembering”: “Present active” (Robertson p. 7). “We never fail to recall” (TCNT). “Constantly bearing in mind” (NASV). “We cannot forget” (Nor). Notice that memory, thanksgiving and prayer belong together. “For it is when we remember people (their faces, names and needs) that we are prompted both to thank God and to pray for them” (Stott p. 29). This means that an accurate memory, a memory untainted by envy, suspicion, hate or bitterness is a great help in making our prayers meaningful and effective.

“Without ceasing”: Unfortunately, at times we tend to "unceasingly" remember the short-comings or imperfections of our brethren, instead of remembering their achievements. “Work of faith”: “The efforts that have resulted from your faith” (TCNT). “Your energetic faith” (Gspd). “Active faith” (Ber).

“The work which faith accomplishes” (Erdman p. 33). “There is nothing which tells us more about a man than the way in which he works. He may work in fear of the whip; he may work for hope of gain; he may work from a grim sense of duty. His faith is that this is his task given him by God and that he is working in the last analysis, not for men but for God. Someone has said that the sign of true consecration is when a man finds glory in drudgery” (Barclay p. 217). Carefully note that the same writer insists that salvation is not earned or merited (Ephesians 2:8-9), yet Paul continually exhorts Christians to "work" (1 Corinthians 15:58). The faith that saves, the faith that pleases God is an active faith (Hebrews 10:39; James 1:22; James 2:24; James 2:26). Seeing that 1 Thessalonians was written before Romans and Galatians, we already know that the "faith" under consideration in both of those books is a faith that works.

“Labor of love”: “Your unwearied love” (Knox). “Toil prompted by your love” (TCNT). “Your loving service”. The word "labor" here means “laborious, painful exertion, fatiguing toil, intense labor united with trouble”. “Love leads us to attempt labor from which we would ordinarily shrink in dismay. Love leads us to do good without having any feeling of superiority because we have done it, or resentment because it has been imposed upon us” (Fields p. 32). “The word expresses the cost of their love, not its result. With or without visible success, love gives itself unstintingly” (Morris p. 51). “A true love for people leads to labor for them; otherwise it degenerates into mere sentimentality” (Stott p. 30). True love will work (1 Corinthians 13:4-8); true love will sacrifice and place the needs of others ahead of its own (Romans 13:8-11; 2 Corinthians 12:15; 1 John 3:16). This is the type of love that God Himself manifests (Matthew 5:46-48). “He begins to see men in a measure as God sees them, and to love them, not for any worthiness that they may have, but despite their unworthiness. He loves them, not for his own advantage, but for theirs” (Morris pp. 52-53).

“Patience of hope”: “Endurance of hope” (Rhm). “Patient endurance sustained by your hope” (TCNT). “Your unwavering expectation” (Gspd). “The endurance that hope inspires” (Erdman p. 33). “Patience is not mere passive endurance. It is heroic perseverance and manly constancy” (Erdman p. 34). “What is meant is not a quiet, passive resignation, but an active constancy in the face of difficulties, that hope which is more than pious optimism. It is a solid certainty” (Morris p. 53). “Such hope will enable a person to stand firm in the midst of inducements to give up the struggle; confidence that one is on the winning side enables one to survive apparent setbacks” (Marshall p. 51). This confidence is positive, active, alive and well, in spite of hard circumstances and overwhelming odds (Romans 5:4; Romans 8:18; 2 Corinthians 4:16-18; Hebrews 6:18-19). “Hope in a Christian context always has an air of certainty about it. It is a confident expectation, and not the unfounded optimism which we often mean by the word”. [Note: _ 7th Annual Denton Lectures. "Studies in 1 &2 Thessalonians, Philemon. Edited by Dub McClish p. 53.] 

“In our Lord Jesus Christ”: Our hope is rooted in Jesus Christ (1 John 3:3; Philippians 3:20-21; Romans 8:23-24). “Before our God and Father”: “In the presence of” (Con). This expression can have reference to being in the presence of God at the last day (2 Corinthians 5:10; 1 Thessalonians 2:19; 1 Thessalonians 3:13); or currently (3:9). Early Christians eagerly awaited the Second Coming of Christ (Philippians 3:20-21). They did not fear nor dread His return, and neither did they view it as something that would "interrupt" their plans, or pose an inconvenience. If we "dread" the Second Coming probably indicates that we either are not right with God (and we know it), or we are too focused on the things of this temporary life.

Verse 4
1 Thessalonians 1:4 “knowing, brethren beloved of God, your election” 

“Knowing”: An additional reason for thanksgiving (). “Brethren beloved of God”: “Brothers, whom God loves” (TCNT). “They are the objects of His affection and care (Romans 1:7; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; Jude 1:1; Deuteronomy 33:12)” (Marshall p. 52). “Your election”: Immediately when some see the word "election" they think of God choosing people before the foundation of the world, regardless of the choices they would make in life, for salvation or damnation. Yet the context and the passage itself does not agree with such a Calvinistic idea of election. First, Paul knew they were elect, yet the true Calvinist would have to concede that even outward actions, such as church membership, is not a guarantee that one is really chosen by God, because Calvinistic election argues that God chooses one regardless of one’s own choices in life. Carefully note that Paul put a lot of stock in their behavior, in how they responded to the gospel (1:6ff). Paul believed in an election that included human choice and human freewill. In this context the "elect" are expected to work (1:3). Paul also knew that the "elect" could lose their salvation (3:1-5). 

The election taught in the Bible is God choosing us, because we have chosen Him: People are "called" through the gospel (2 Thessalonians 2:14), yet all are called (Mark 16:15). Those who obey the call and choose God, become those that God considers His own (Matthew 22:14). Too many other passages contradict a Calvinistic concept of "election": God desires all men to be saved (2 Peter 3:9). God shows no partially (Romans 2:11). Jesus died for all men (John 3:16). Christians are commanded to grow and thus make their election “sure” or certain (2 Peter 1:10). The fact that Paul calls these Christians "elect" infers that Christians now compose the true people of God (1 Peter 2:9-10). The language that was associated with the nation of Israel is now deliberately used in reference to the church. The church is the true Israel of God (Romans 2:28-29; Galatians 3:28-29; Galatians 6:16).

Fields notes, “God"s election (or choosing) is never independent of man"s response. In olden times the nation of Israel was chosen, yet it was later cast off for unbelief (Matthew 8:11-12; Romans 11:20)” (p. 34).

The Arrival of the Gospel in Thessalonica
Verse 5
1 Thessalonians 1:5 “how that our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit, and in much assurance; even as ye know what manner of men we showed ourselves toward you for your sake” 

“Our gospel”: Not in the sense that the gospel message originated in the minds of Paul, Silvanus or Timothy (Galatians 1:11-12), rather that they preached it, believed it, and were saved by it themselves (2 Thessalonians 2:14; 2 Corinthians 4:3). Do we embrace the gospel message this closely? Are we so convicted of its truthfulness that we would be willing to 100% identify with it and call it as your own? “Our gospel directs attention rather to the fact that the preachers had made it their own” (Morris p. 57). It also infers that Paul and his companions needed the gospel message just as much as any other person. “Came not unto you in word only”: “Did not depend on mere argument” (Knox). “It was not just meaningless chatter to you” (Tay).

At this point most Calvinists jump in and say “See, the gospel message is not of itself sufficient to save. What is needed is the direct operation of the Holy Spirit upon the heart of the hearer, just to get them to listen”. Unfortunately, this contradicts Romans 1:16. “In word only” means: “The gospel did not appeal to them as mere eloquent and learned discourse” (Vincent p. 17). It also infers that the gospel message is much more than just words. It is God"s message to mankind (1 Corinthians 2:1-13). The words in the gospel are those chosen by God Himself (1 Corinthians 2:13). Stott notes, “We must not acquiesce in the contemporary disenchantment with words. Words matter. They are the building blocks of sentences by which we communicate with one another. And the gospel has a specific content” (p. 33). 

People often forget that the Holy Spirit in the process of conversion, does not work independently of the gospel, rather the gospel message is the tool or medium in which the Holy Spirit uses to convict the sinner (John 16:8; Acts 2:37; Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews 4:12). In addition, remember that we have a record of what Paul did in Thessalonica (Acts 17:1-3). He reasoned and argued from the Scriptures.

“But also in power”: This may refer to miracles that accompanied the preaching (Hebrews 2:4; Romans 15:19). Or, Paul might be simply saying, “The gospel is much more than words (like a human philosophy), it is God"s words, and hence a very powerful and convicting message (Romans 1:16)”.

“And in the Holy Spirit”: Which means that Paul preached by inspiration, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 3:5; 1 Corinthians 2:10-13). “And in much assurance”: Entire confidence. The "assurance" of this verse refers to how the gospel was preached to the Thessalonians, that is, Paul, Silvanus and Timothy preached it boldly and with confidence (Ephesians 6:19; Acts 13:46). “Assured persuasion of the preacher that the message was divine” (Vincent p. 17). Paul"s preaching was confident in its presentation. “He was sure of his message, of its truth and its relevance, and in consequence was bold in proclaiming it. Yet this confidence and this courage are precisely what many modern preachers seem to lack” (Stott p. 34).

Unfortunately, too many Christians feel that the message we have is a somewhat inferior gospel to that preached in the First Century, yet we forget that the essential miracles performed to produce faith are still recorded in the gospel (John 20:30-31). The message is inspired of God, and if I handle it accurately, then the message that I am preaching is the Word of God (2 Timothy 2:15). We can be just as confident, because the needs of man have not changed. We have the complete picture. We can look back at the whole plan, and see how everything fits together, as we read both Testaments. Man is still just as spiritually blind without the Word of God (Jeremiah 10:23) (a truth we see demonstrated almost on a daily basis).

“Even as ye know”: They could testify to the following fact. “What manner of men we showed ourselves toward you for your sake”: “For you know the life we lived among you for your good” (TCNT). Apparently, accusations had been made against Paul"s motives or character (). Morris notes, “While many in modern times will feel hesitant about directing attention to their own lives, it yet remains true that no preacher can expect a hearing for his gospel unless it is bearing fruit in his own life” (p. 58). This was indeed how Paul and his companions had behaved themselves, and the Thessalonians knew it. The phrase “for your sake” should remind all preachers and teachers, that the reason one teaches is not for personal glory, but rather for the salvation of those listening (1 Timothy 4:16).

Hendriksen reminds us, “All kinds of traveling philosophers were roving about in the world of that day. They plied their trade for their own sake, in their own interest. Paul, Silas, and Timothy were different” (p. 51).

How the Thessalonians Responded
1 Thessalonians 1:6 “And ye became imitators of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit” 

“Imitators”: “They had become imitators, not merely talkers” (Hendriksen p. 52). “Of us”: Paul often urges people to follow his example (1 Corinthians 4:16; 1 Corinthians 11:1). I believe that this is part of that "confidence" and conviction that Christians are to have. Our assurance of the Divine message should be to such a point that we have applied it to our own lives. We are willing to let our lives be examined and imitated. Notice, that Paul and the early Christians did not have the modern attitude of, “What may be right or truth for me, may not be truth for you.” “And of the Lord”: “Guarding against any possible imputation of self-assertion or conceit. Compare 1 Corinthians 11:1” (Vincent p. 17). Carefully note: God is not demanding the impossible. God is not requiring that we become "Divine". Yet God does believe that we adopt the attitudes manifested by His Son (Matthew 5:48; Ephesians 5:1). Also note that accepting the gospel message is much more than a mere intellectual acquiesence to the truth of the gospel. To accept the gospel means that one conforms to the godly examples found therein. It is never enough to merely believe that Christ or the apostles said and taught. We must be sold on what they taught, we must apply what they taught, and we must follow in His footsteps (1 Peter 2:21). After all, this is the true meaning of the word "disciple" (not a mere student, but an adherent, a supporter).

“Having received the word in much affliction”: “After receiving the word amid severe affliction” (Wey). “Because you welcomed our message in spite of the painful persecutions it brought you” (Wms). The gospel message does not need "ideal" circumstances to flourish, rather just good and honest hearts (Luke 8:15).

Unfortunately, we often fail to talk to others about the gospel, because we are always looking for that "right" moment. The gospel is good news, but trouble often comes with it. There are always those who resent what it proclaims (Acts 17:5). Stott notes, “The authentic gospel always arouses hostility (not the least because it challenges human pride and self-indulgence)” (p. 35). “Paul"s own acceptance of Jesus as Lord had led him into persecution from the Jews, and he now says that the Thessalonians had followed his example by accepting the gospel despite the fact that this plunged them into persecution” (Marshall p. 54).

“Received”: Means to embrace or welcome. Those who "received" the word on the day of Pentecost, were baptized (Acts 2:41). “With joy of the Holy Spirit”: This is a joy that is produced by the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). It is produced in the same way as the other qualities which compose the fruit of the Spirit, that is, through the Spirit"s instruction contained in the Word of God. It is dangerous to argue that this joy is just something that "happens", or that just comes from the Spirit apart from our own choice. If that is the case, then one has to concede that "love”, “faith”, and “self-control" are just things that happen as well. Wherever the gospel goes, even in the hardest of circumstances, there is joy (Luke 15:7; Luke 15:10; Acts 8:8; Acts 8:39; Acts 13:52; Acts 16:34). Stott notes, "”This pattern of outward opposition and inward joy has often been repeated in the long history of the church” (p. 35) (John 16:33). Paul and Silas knew something of this joy (Acts 16:25). “But they did not resign themselves to a life of suffering. The joy which comes from the experience of salvation is of such intensity that a believer is prepared to put up with what are by comparison minor trials; he sees his suffering from a new perspective (Luke 6:22; 1 Peter 1:6; 1 Peter 4:13; 2 Corinthians 4:16-18; Romans 8:18; Romans 5:1-5; James 1:2-4).

This phrase should challenge us. Do we rejoice in our salvation? Do we magnify our problems or do we magnify the blessings that we have and still do receive from God? Do we complain or do we rejoice? The Christian that cannot be happy, who finds themselves focused on the negative, has lost sight of what God has done for them. Jesus did not die for us so that we could be miserable!

Verse 7
1 Thessalonians 1:7 “so that ye became an ensample to all that believe in Macedonia and in Achaia.” 

“So”: Carefully note: Without joy, one is not being a Christ-like example. “Became an”: The imitators now become the imitated. 

“Ensample”: “It was a great compliment for the church in Thessalonica to be already a model for believers in Macedonia and Achaia” (Robertson p. 12). Notice the type of growth and activity this congregation of new converts was capable of achieving! What a wake up call! If these Christians were capable of this type of growth and example, so soon after conversion, then what can we accomplish? We forget how adversity can so quickly be turned into success. Out of any difficult situation--we have the choice. Whether to make a great success out of this, or to be neutralized or destroyed by it (James 1:2-4). The unbelieving Jews in Thessalonica zealously tried to stomp out the church in this city, but their efforts only backfired and resulted in Christians being strengthened, and more determined to serve God and spread the gospel. See Acts 8:1-4. “The Thessalonian Christians had joyfully received the message despite the opposition which they faced would thus have been both an incentive to these other Christians and also a pattern for them to follow” (Marshall p. 55). Stott notes, “If the preachers were marked by truth, conviction and power, the converts were marked by joy, courage, and obedience. Let nobody say that the gospel is devoid of wholesome effects!” (p. 36).

“In Macedonia”: Which included Philippi and Berea. “And in Achaia”: (ah KAY yah). Including the Christians in Athens and Corinth. What we know as Greece was at that time divided up into two Roman provinces, the northern being Macedonia and the southern being Achaia. “Probably travelers going in and out of Corinth (where Paul was) from Macedonia reported to Paul how they had heard about the Thessalonian Christians” (Fields p. 38).

Verse 8
1 Thessalonians 1:8 “For from you hath sounded forth the word of the Lord, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith to God-ward is gone forth; so that we need not to speak anything” 

“For”: Besides receiving the word, despite the opposition, and besides turning adversity into victory (), these Christians also proclaimed the word they had received. “Here was a preacher"s dream come true! His converts had picked up the work where he had to leave it, and had spread abroad the word of the Lord so effectively that he had no need to say anything more in that area” (Fields p. 39). “Sounded forth”: To echo forth. “You have become a sort of sounding-board” (Phi). “From Thessalonica the word rang out” (NEB). ”To sound out of a trumpet or of thunder, to reverberate like our echo” (Robertson p. 12). “It means a loud, unmistakable proclamation” (Vincent p. 17). Morris notes, “It is a vivid word, and expositors from Chrysostom on have often thought the imagery to have been derived from the sounding out of a trumpet, though some prefer to think of the rolling of thunder. Either way there is nothing apologetic about it! The perfect denotes the continuing activity. The word is pictured as still sounding forth” (p. 61).

“The word of the Lord”: The gospel message they had received. “But in every place your faith to God-ward is gone forth”: “That the Thessalonians’ faith was becoming known far beyond Greece, may be west by land to Rome and east by sea to Ephesus” (Stott p. 37). “So that we need not to speak anything”: “No words of ours are needed” (NEB). “Paul naturally was anxious to relate to all who came to him what great things God had accomplished in Thessalonica. But before he could even get started, the visitors were telling him what they had heard! Well, Paul did not mind that at all. He rather enjoyed it” (Hendriksen p. 54). Stott makes a good point when he says, “There is an important lesson to learn here. We are a very media-conscious generation. Nevertheless there is another way, which (if we compare them), is still more effective. It requires no complicated electronic gadgetry; it is very simple. It is neither organized nor computerized; it is spontaneous. And it is not expensive; it costs precisely nothing. It is the excited transmission from mouth to mouth of the impact which the good news is making on people. Something extraordinary is going on in Thessalonica: a new society is coming into being, with new values and standards, characterized by faith, love and hope” (pp. 37-38).

We need to learn the lesson. In this day and age of mass communication and technology we often forget that the most effective way to spread the gospel is the zealous and excited transmission by word of mouth, and this method is financially feasible for any congregation. In the introduction we noted that the city of Thessalonica was situated in a very strategic position in reference to trade and travel. All this congregation had to do, was to make use of the existing opportunity, that is the case for most congregations, even to this day. 

Verse 9
1 Thessalonians 1:9 “For they themselves report concerning us what manner of entering in we had unto you; and how ye turned unto God from idols, to serve a living and true God” 

“For”: In the previous verse Paul had simply mentioned the news concerning “their faith”. He now specifies what elements concerning that faith were being emphasized. “They themselves report”: Notice how enthusiasm and excitement spread. “Wherever he went, people of their own accord kept telling (continuous present) him of what had happened there” (Morris p. 61). I like what Morris said, “If men think of the gospel only as another philosophy, as the result of the reflection of certain, admittedly profound, first-century thinkers on religious topics, they will never have the burning zeal which sent the first Christian preachers through the world to proclaim what God had done for man” (p. 61). “What manner of entering we had unto you”: “People tell us of their own accord about the visit we paid to you” (Mof).

There is a hint that false accusations were being spread concerning the integrity of Paul and his companions. Once again, Paul notes that is it now being spread far and wide the accurate details of Paul"s stay in Thessalonica. To me there is great hope in this statement, because it should teach us that eventually the truth will be known. False accusations can be successfully overcome (1 Peter 2:12; 1 Peter 3:16).

“And how ye turned unto God from idols”: “It indicates that conversion involves (1) a decisive break with idols, (2) an active service of God, and (3) a patient waiting for Christ” (Stott p. 38). “Turned”: To convert, turn again. We really need to realize what was involved for these people to turn their back on the former objects of their worship. Morris notes, “In government, religion, business, amusement, labor, and social clubs the pagan world was built on the pattern of polytheism” (p. 63). We fail to remember that such a turning demanded: (a) A rejection of the religion embraced by one"s parents, grandparents, and relatives. (b) The rejection of that which was "tradition". (c) The rejection of that which was endorsed and believed by society. (d) The rejection of something that had been "drilled" since youth. (e) The rejection of that which contained immoral practices--which were approved by society. We forget that giving up idolatry to these people, was giving up a whole way of life. It was to virtually make oneself an outsider in one’s own community.

Hendriksen puts it this way, “It is not easy to reject and eject gods which one has worshipped from the days of childhood, and which by one"s ancestors, from hoary antiquity, have always been considered very real, so that their names and individual peculiarities have become household words, for it must be borne in mind that Mt. Olympus, whose celebrated summit was considered the home of the gods, was close by, only about fifty miles to the S.W.” (p. 56). Yet despite the opposition and the incentives not to serve God, despite the personal cost, these people did abandon dead idols for a living God! And if they gave their idols up--we can too.

Stott notes, “And the more sophisticated idols (that is, God-substitutes) of modern secular cities are equally powerful. Some people are eaten up with a selfish ambition for money, power or fame. Others are obsessed with their work, or with sport or television, or are infatuated with a person, or addicted to food, alcohol, hard drugs or sex. Both immorality and greed are later pronounced by Paul to be forms of idolatry (Ephesians 5:5), because they demand an allegiance which is due to God alone” (p. 39).

“To serve”: Everyone "serves" someone or something. The first step to true freedom, is to realize that no one is ever their "own man". It is to accept the fact that one will always be a servant--but that one can choose ones master (Romans 6:16; Matthew 6:24). Christianity is much more than "don"t do this or that”. Christianity has a positive side, one is converted to "serve" (Ephesians 2:10). “A living and true God”: “Alive and genuine” (Robertson p. 13) (Acts 14:15). Stott notes, “The claim to have turned to God is manifestly bogus it if does not result in serving the God to whom we have turned” (p. 41).

Verse 10
1 Thessalonians 1:10 “and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus, who delivereth us from the wrath to come” 

“And to wait for His Son from heaven”: 1 John 3:1-3; Philippians 3:20-21; Titus 2:13. “Wait”: “Present infinitive--to keep on waiting for” (Robertson p. 14). “His Son: Notice that all three members of the Godhead are found in this chapter (1:1,3,5). “Whom He raised from the dead”: Therefore the guarantee or proof that He is coming again (Acts 17:31; Acts 1:11). “On the one hand, however hard we work and serve, there are limits to what we can accomplish. We can only improve society; we cannot perfect it. We shall never build a utopia on earth. On the other hand, although we must look expectantly for the coming of Christ, we have no liberty to wait in idleness, with arms folded and eyes closed. Thus working and waiting belong together. In combination they will deliver us both from the presumption which thinks we can do everything and from the pessimism which thinks we can do nothing” (Stott p. 42).

“Even Jesus”: The resurrected Jesus is the same as the crucified Jesus. “It is the historic, crucified, risen, and ascended Jesus Christ, God"s Son, who delivers from the coming wrath” (Robertson p. 14). “Who delivereth us”: Deliverance is only found in Jesus (Acts 4:12; John 14:6; Ephesians 5:23). “From the wrath to come”: God"s day of judgment will clearly come (Romans 2:5; Romans 2:16; 2 Corinthians 5:10; 2 Peter 3:10). Stott notes, “God"s wrath is neither an impersonal process of cause and effect nor a passionate, arbitrary or vindictive outburst of temper, but His holy and uncompromising antagonism to evil, with which He refuses to negotiate” (p. 42).

I like that last comment. God refuses to negotiate with evil. Herein lies a great incentive for repentance (Acts 17:30). All sin will be punished, and culture, time, or majority opinion, do not change evil into good (Ephesians 5:6). God will not compromise with sin--so we had better give it up. “This wrath is not to be conceived as angry resentment but as the divine displeasure with sin which is inseparable from the holiness and love of God” (Erdman p. 37). And when we honestly look at sin-any sin, we can see that God has every right to be disgusted with it.

02 Chapter 2 
Introduction
Outline:

I. Paul"s preaching among the Thessalonians: 

A. His pure motives: 

B. His unselfishness: 

II. The Thessalonians reception of his preaching: 

A. They accepted it as the Word of God: 

B. They accepted it despite hardship: 

III. An explanation of his inability to return: 

“The brief mission in Thessalonica had been brought to an ignominious end. The public riot and the legal charges against the missionaries were so serious that they were persuaded to make a humiliating night flight from the city. Paul"s critics took full advantage of his sudden disappearance. In order to undermine his authority and his gospel, they determined to discredit him. So they launched a malicious smear campaign. By studying Paul"s self-defense it is possible for us to reconstruct their slanders. ‘He ran away’, they sneered, ‘and hasn"t been seen or heard of since’. Obviously he"s insincere, impelled by the basest motives. He"s just one more of those many phony teachers who tramp up and down the Egnatian Way. Paul also determined to reply to the charges which were being leveled at him, not out of pique or vanity, but because the truth of the gospel and the future of the church were at stake. First, he defends his conduct when he was in Thessalonica (). Secondly, he explains his involuntary departure from the city, his subsequent inability to go back and his determination to visit them again as soon as he can (2:17-3:13)” (Stott pp. 45-46).

“After Paul left Thessalonica, some people, most likely (unbelieving) Jews, had apparently accused him of being a flatterer, a deceiver, immoral, and money hungry” (Fields p. 51).

Verse 1
1 Thessalonians 2:1 “For yourselves, brethren, know our entering in unto you, that it hath not been found vain” 

“For yourselves, brethren, know”: Connecting back to . Morris notes, “Now he says that the Thessalonians needed no other to bear witness, for they themselves knew what had happened. This calling of the Thessalonians to witness was a masterly defense. In the first place it showed his confidence in them. In the second place it demonstrated that all the facts required for his vindication were facts of common knowledge. Neither Paul nor the Thessalonians had need to search for material to prove his bona fides” (pp. 67-68). “Our”: Including Silas and Timothy. “Entering into unto you”: That is, when they first came to Thessalonica, which is recorded in Acts 17:1-34. “It hath not been found vain”: “Was not in vain” (NASV). “Did not fail of its purpose” (Wey).

Basically two views exist concerning the meaning of the word "vain" in the above passage: (1) “Empty of results, fruitless, without results”: “The fact that Paul left a flourishing church there was proof that his visit was not in vain” (Fields p. 52). (2) Others feel that the word vain refers to the purpose rather than the result of his mission in Thessalonica, that Paul did not enter in among them without purpose, or empty-handed. “Far from being empty-handed on arrival in Thessalonica, with nothing to say or bring, Paul had the courage to preach the gospel and risk the persecution” (Stott p. 47).

His previous Suffering

Verse 2
1 Thessalonians 2:2 “but having suffered before and been shamefully treated, as ye know, at Philippi, we waxed bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God in much conflict” 

“But”: Before reaching Thessalonica, Paul and his companions had already experienced suffering. Stott notes, “This, then, was the second evidence of Paul"s genuineness. People are prepared to suffer only for what they believe in. Thus Paul appeals both to his openness and to his sufferings as tokens of his sincerity” (p. 48). “Shamefully treated”: ‘After the injury and outrage” (NEB). “To treat insolently” (Robertson p. 15). In Philippi he had been arrested illegally, put through a mock trial, beaten (although they were Roman citizens), and imprisoned. Their rights and the law had been completely ignored (Acts 16:19-39). “As ye know, at Philippi”: Paul was a man with real feelings. Things just did not bounce off him with ease. Turning the other cheek (Matthew 5:39), does not mean that one becomes a doormat for the world. Paul did not take revenge, but neither did he allow the authorities to just sweep the unlawful incident under the rug (Acts 16:35-39). News about Paul"s imprisonment in Philippi had reached the Thessalonians. Barclay notes, “There were, no doubt, those in Thessalonica who said that this man had a police record, that he was nothing less than a criminal who was on the run from justice” (p. 219). If that was the case, then Paul answers it with the phrase, “shamefully treated”, as everyone knew, his imprisonment had been unlawful and a violation of justice. Note how the Biblical letters support and endorse each other. The Bible is written in such a way that all the parts are necessary to complete the whole, and if one attacks or questions one portion of the Bible, then the rest is equally under attack. One must either accept all of it or none of it. Not only does the New Testament endorse many of the events recorded in the Old Testament (1 Corinthians 10:1-12; 2 Peter chapters 2 and 3; and the many incidences in which Jesus commented upon Old Testament events, such as Matthew 11:22-24; 12:1-8; and 39-42; but New Testament books also endorse events which are recorded in other New Testament books (2 Peter 3:16; Romans 15:25-26; 1 Corinthians 16:1 ff; 2 Corinthians 8:1-24; 2 Corinthians 9:1-15).

“We waxed bold”: To be frank in utterance, or confident in spirit and demeanor. “Time servers would have been discouraged by such treatment. Not so the little band of preachers. The verb rendered ‘waxed bold’ is full of interest. It comes from two words meaning literally ‘all speech’. It denotes the state of mind when the words flow freely, the attitude of feeling quite at home. This attitude includes both boldness and confidence” (Morris p. 69). “Speak freely, openly, fearlessly, outspokenness, frankness, plainness of speech and so with courage” (Stott p. 47). Such boldness is seen in Acts 17:2-4. From the sheer fact that the New Testament often emphasizes boldness or confidence in preaching (Ephesians 6:19-20; Philippians 1:20; Acts 9:27; Acts 18:26), I must conclude that something is wrong if the Christian is always wondering whether they are right nor not. God does not want us to apologize for the truth, and the Christian can be absolutely confident that they do have the truth. “In our God”: “His defense is no exhibition of vanity and pride” (Erdman p. 39). He is giving God the credit. Without God and His message, Paul would be and he would have nothing to proclaim. Confidence by itself never saved anyone. Robertson notes, “It was not wild fanaticism, but determined courage and confidence in God that spurred Paul to still greater boldness” (p. 16). Paul had to supply the confidence and courage, but it was not a confidence placed in natural ability, or a message of human origin.

“The gospel of our God”: God is the author (; Romans 1:16). “In much conflict”: “In spite of great opposition” (TCNT). “Conflict”: This word can refer to both outward conflict (Philippians 1:30) and inward anxiety (Colossians 2:1). “It denotes not a token opposition, a tepid struggle, but a very real battle” (Morris p. 70). The "conflict" under consideration is recorded in Acts 17:5-10. “The use of the word here reminds the Thessalonians that the opposition which Paul had met was intense, and his preaching had not been easy. How, in the face of this, could it be urged that he had only preached for what he could get out of it?” (Morris p. 70).

“Having considered these two preliminary points, we are ready to follow Paul"s apologia in its two main stages, in which he alludes first to his visit, and secondly to his absence, together with his intended return. He describes his integrity when he was with them, his anxiety while he was separated from them, and his determination to see them again” (Stott p. 48).

Verse 3
1 Thessalonians 2:3 “For our exhortation is not of error, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile” 

“Exhortation”: (1 Corinthians 14:3). “Persuasive discourse, calling to one"s side, for admonition, encouragement, or comfort” (Robertson p. 16). When Paul calls "preaching" by the title "exhortation", it infers that the gospel is much more than just a message of certain facts, it is a message that demands urgent action (2 Corinthians 6:1-2). “Not of error”: Fraudulence; subjectively, a straying from orthodoxy or piety, thus deceit, to deceive, delusion, or error. “Our appeal to you was not based on a delusion” (TCNT). “We did not make our appeal by advocating false doctrines” (Nor). “Paul had been accused of being completely mistaken in his preaching” (Morris p. 70). ‘It was being said that Paul"s teaching came from nothing else than sheer delusion” (Barclay p. 220). “Nor of uncleanness”: “Unworthy motives” (TCNT). ‘Can refer to impure motives such as ambition, pride and greed” (Marshall p. 65). The word can also refer to sexual impurity (1 Thessalonians 4:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:7). Stott notes, “It is possible that Paul"s detractors were hinting at this (sexual impurity). Were they even insinuating that there was something suspicious about the "not a few prominent women" who had been converted? But probably NIV is right to render the word ‘impure motives’, alluding to such evils as ‘ambition, pride, greed, popularity’” (pp. 49-50). We need to remind ourselves that many traveling philosophers existed in those days, and they used all sorts of dishonest means to gain converts. The unbelieving Jews in Thessalonica were making the attempt to class Paul and his companions as men from the same dishonest mould.

“Nor in guile”: Craft, deceit, guile, and subtlety. “Nor with any intentions of misleading you” (TCNT). “Nor practice any sort of deceit” (Nor). “That is, there was nothing devious about their methods. They made no attempt to induce conversions, for example, either by concealing the cost of discipleship or by offering fraudulent blessings” (Stott p. 50). “The third accusation is that of being trickery” (Morris p. 71). Such a verse should admonish the Christian that when they teach others, everything needs to be up front and in the open. The servant of Christ must not have any secret motives or requirements that he or she plans to spring on potential converts. There can be no room for "private ends" in our teaching. The gospel message does not need any "tricks" to make it more effective in reaching hearts (Romans 1:16). Any method that we adopt to spread the gospel, must be ethical, honest, up front and completely free from dishonesty and deception.

Verse 4
1 Thessalonians 2:4 “but even as we have been approved of God to be intrusted with the gospel, so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God who proveth our hearts” 

“But”: In contrast to unworthy motives and methods. “Approved of God”: “We have passed God"s scrutiny” (Knox). “Perfect passive, here the tense for completed state means tested and proved and so approved” (Robertson p. 16). “We came and spoke to you as ‘tested’ men” (Vincent p. 23). “His emphasis is on God as the person to whom he was responsible. God had tested Paul and found him fit” (Stott p. 50). “To be intrusted with the gospel”: Paul is quite clear that the gospel is something that was given him (he did not invent it) (1 Corinthians 15:1-5; Galatians 1:11 f), and that he had been chosen to act as a steward or trustee of the very Word of God (1 Corinthians 4:1). “So we speak”: “Simple, yet confident claim of loyalty to God"s call and message” (Robertson p. 16). “Habitually speak (continuous present)” (Morris p. 72). Paul took his apostleship very seriously. Being entrusted with the gospel meant to Paul, that he absolutely refused to add any of his own opinions to it (1 Corinthians 4:6). It was a message that deserved to be preached from the highest motives. Nothing in his personal life could be allowed to detract from the message. Paul"s point seems to be, how could men entrusted with a Divine message, even think about stooping to such unworthy motives? “To put this verse briefly, it says, ‘We did and said only what God approved us to say’” (Fields p. 55).

“Not as pleasing men”: “Not to satisfy men” (Mof) (Galatians 1:10). This was the motive of the false teachers and wandering philosophers (2 Timothy 4:3-4). Robertson notes, “Few temptations assail the preacher more strongly than this one to please men, even if God is not pleased, though with the dim hope that God will after all condone or overlook. Nothing but experience will convince some preachers how fickle is popular favor and how often it is at the cost of failure to please God” (p. 17). Compare with Isaiah 30:9-10. “But God who proveth our hearts”: The aim of the preacher or teacher is to please God (2 Corinthains 5:9). Many in the modern religious world need to realize that one can please people without much effort if one is willing to just water down the message enough. But if God is not pleased, then one has not accomplished anything. “And he is the only one whose approval matters in the end of the day (1 Corinthians 4:5)” (Robertson p. 17). “Proveth”: To discern, examine. “This present continuous tense at the end of the verse, because the divine examination is never final. No secret of Christian ministry (service) is more important than its fundamental God-centeredness. On the one hand, this is a disconcerting fact, because God scrutinizes our hearts and their secrets and His standards are very high. On the other hand, it is marvelously liberating, since God is more knowledgeable, impartial and merciful judge than any human being. To be accountable to Him is to be delivered from the tyranny of human criticism” (Stott pp. 50-51).

“Our hearts”: This expression stands “for the whole of the inner life, comprising thought and will as well as emotions. Here the meaning is that God searches out the whole of our inner life. Nothing is hidden from Him” (Morris p. 73). Here is great motivation to be completely honest with ourselves and really work on our problems, because God is honest with us and already completely knows all our problems (Hebrews 4:12-13). It is pure foolishness to continue to live as if He does not know our secret sins.

Verse 5
1 Thessalonians 2:5 “For neither at any time were we found using words of flattery, as ye know, nor a cloak of covetousness, God is witness” 

“At any time”: “Never once did we try” (Tay). “Cover the whole period. No room is left for exceptions” (Morris p. 73). “Words of flattery”: “Language of flattery” (TCNT). “Flattery which flatters in order to get something” (Barclay p. 221). “They had not descended to flattery in order to make the gospel acceptable” (Vincent p. 23). Carefully note that Paul believed that the gospel message did not need any improvement. He completely rejected smooth and flattering speech as a method to spread this message (1 Corinthians 2:1-4). Fields notes, “Good-will gained through flattery will not stand the tests that brotherly love produced by conversion will stand (Proverbs 28:23)” (p. 57). “As ye know”: Paul often repeats this expression in this section (2:1,2,9). Stott notes, “Paul"s ministry in Thessalonica had been public. It was exercised in the open before God and human beings, for he had nothing whatever to hide. Happy are those Christian leaders today, who hate hypocrisy and love integrity, who have nothing to conceal or be ashamed of” (Stott p. 47). “Nor a cloak of covetousness”: “Pretext for greed” (Rhm). “Nor to any pretext for self-seeking” (Mof). “Here Paul denies that evangelism had been simply a cover for an underlying covetousness” (Morris pp. 73-74). See Matthew 12:40; 2 Peter 2:3. “The world of the Greeks was full of teachers and philosophers who traveled about lecturing and disputing, seeking to live by their wits. Notice Acts 13:6-12; Acts 19:13-20” (Fields pp. 57-58). “Pretending to serve while in reality wishing to be served” (Stott p. 51).

In making this defense, Paul is admitting that other people did behave in such underhanded ways. Paul was not naive, and neither did he have something good to say about everyone. He realized that the world contained many false teachers (2 Corinthians 11:13-15). Here is motivation for the teacher or preacher. Our lives must be completely free of ulterior motives, because so many impostors do exist (1 John 4:1).

“God is witness”: See 2 Corinthians 1:23; Romans 9:1; Philippians 1:8). This is a solemn oath to his own truthfulness.

Verse 6
1 Thessalonians 2:6 “nor seeking glory of men, neither from you nor from others, when we might have claimed authority as apostles of Christ” 

“Nor seeking glory of men”: The esteem, praise or applaud from men. “In this verse he denies the motive of ambition, as he denied the motive of covetousness in verse five” (Fields p. 58). “Hunger for compliments” (Stott p. 51). This is another temptation that preachers and teachers are faced with (John 5:41; John 12:42-43) “It is the preacher"s, and the teacher"s, constant danger that he should seek to display himself and not the message” (Barclay p. 221) (Luke 6:26).

“When we might have claimed authority as apostles of Christ”: “Although as Christ"s envoys we might have made our weight felt” (NEB). “Their aim had never been to seek human fame and this in spite of the fact that they were in a position to make weighty claims with respect to themselves, being Christ"s apostles” (Hendriksen p. 64). Neither Silas nor Timothy were "apostles" even though Paul says "we". “Paul is either using the plural of authority like the royal ‘we’ (saying "we" but meaning "I") or he is using the word ‘apostles’ in its more general sense of ‘messengers’, ‘missionaries’, or ‘envoys’” (Stott p. 51). Although he will later mention it in , the ‘claimed authority’ in this verse could include the demand for financial support, which all three men did have the ‘right’ to receive (1 Corinthians 9:1-27).

Verse 7
1 Thessalonians 2:7 “But we were gentle in the midst of you, as when a nurse cherisheth her own children” 

“But”: “Indicates that Paul was charged with being something of a dictator” (Barclay p. 221). “Gentle”: Affable, mild and kind. “Affable, easy to speak to. They were mild, kind in their dealings” (Hendriksen p. 64). “Mild-mannered” (Ber). “A man seeking his own glory would have been domineering and demanding” (Fields p. 59). “In the midst of you”: Paul was right there among them. He did not elevate himself or hold himself aloof. “A nurse cherisheth her own children”: “A nurse in such a position could be relied upon to give the children the most tender care” (Morris p. 78). “It is a strong expression for the extreme lengths to which they went to meet the needs of the hearers” (p. 78). “A mother fondling her children comes down to their level, uses their language, and plays their games” (Stott p. 52). “The real power of a man is seen not in how violent he can get, but in what he can endure with gentleness” (Fields p. 60) (2 Timothy 2:24).

Verse 8
1 Thessalonians 2:8 “even so, being affectionately desirous of you, we were well pleased to impart unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were become very dear to us” 

“Even so”: “Having thus a fond affection for you” (NASV).”Being affectionately desirous of you”: “Loved you dearly” (Tay). “Yearning after you” (Rhm). “A term of endearment” (Robertson p. 19). “The figure of the nursing mother is continued. She is not satisfied with nursing the child, but interests herself affectionately in all that concerns it” (Vincent p. 25). “What a powerful combination: here is the true gospel combined with the most affectionate presentation! It is very well possible that there is a bit of irony in this expression, as if Paul wanted to say, ‘Those who slander us are saying that we were out to get you; well, they are right, we were indeed yearning for you, but the purpose was not to take something from you but to share something with you’” (Hendriksen pp. 64-65).

Here we learn why Paul and his companions were so successful in teaching. They took a genuine interest in those they spoke to and converted. If we are going to be successful at reaching people with the gospel, then we must love the people that we preach to, more than loving to preach to people. Evangelism starts with unselfish service and placing the needs of others ahead of our own.

“We were well pleased”: “It was my joy” (Con). “The turn of phrase points us to what was actually done rather than contemplated. The verb is in the imperfect, a continuous sense, and the implication is that this was no passing whim. Throughout their stay at Thessalonica they had been happy continually to be giving to their hearers” (Morris p. 79). Carefully note that Paul really enjoyed sharing the gospel with others. To him it was not drudgery or a mere duty, or something simply to check off the list. “But also our own souls”: (Matthew 20:28; 2 Corinthians 12:15). “Far from using them to minister to himself, he gave himself to minister to them. Some Christian leaders become both self-centered and autocratic. We all need to cultivate more, the gentleness, love and self-sacrifice” (Stott p. 52). “Because ye were become very dear to us”: Something is wrong when we do not have warm affections towards our brethren (1 John 4:20). 

Verse 9
1 Thessalonians 2:9 “For ye remember, brethren, our labor and travail: working night and day, that we might not burden any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God” 

“For ye remember”: Again the Thessalonians could testify to all of this. “The opening ‘for’ shows that the verse gives a further proof of what he has already said about their humble and loving attitude to the Thessalonians, their desire not to impose upon them or to give the impression that they were looking for some return for their work” (Marshall pp. 71-72). “Labor”: Toil, pains, trouble, weariness. “Travail”: “My toilsome labours” (Con). “Fatigue and hardship” (Vincent p. 25). Paul and his companions supported themselves and preached at the same time. Paul did the same thing in Corinth (Acts 18:3-4). “The combination of the two stresses the fact that the work which the preachers had done had not been token work, something in the nature of a public show to demonstrate their willingness” (Morris p. 81). “Working night and day”: “Perhaps beginning before dawn and working after dark” (Robertson p. 19). “That we might not burden any of you”: He and his companions had the right to be supported (1 Corinthians 9:1-27). In fact, during this time they were financially helped by the congregation in Philippi (Philippians 4:15-16), yet it is evident that such support did not cover all their expenses. 

Verse 10
1 Thessalonians 2:10 “Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and righteously and unblameably we behaved ourselves toward you that believe” 

“Holily and righteously”: Piously and justly. “Unblameably”: Faultlessly. They had demonstrated reverence towards God, fairness in their dealings with others, and all the accusations against them were false. “We were pure, and upright, and beyond reproach” (TCNT). “Toward you”: “Whatever other people might think of the apostles, the Thessalonian church had reason for a good opinion of them, there was nothing to complain about in the way he and his companions had conducted themselves” (Morris p. 83). Notice how Paul had confidence in the Thessalonians. He believed that people could be objective, they could be honest and they could believe the truth in contrast to slander.

Verse 11
1 Thessalonians 2:11 “as ye know how we dealt with each one of you, as a father with his own children, exhorting you, and encouraging you, and testifying” 

“Dealt with each one of you”: Which infers that these three preachers had not merely taught publicly, but also privately (Acts 5:42; Acts 20:20). Can you imagine what a one-on-one Bible class with the Apostle Paul must have been like? This infers that this band of preachers were probably with the Thessalonians more than the three Sabbath days (three weeks) mentioned in Acts 17:2. “As a father with his own children”: This impression denotes the responsibility that these men felt toward those they had brought to Christ. The feeling that Christians, even new Christians need not only tender care (2:7), but also that form of tough, but loving discipline given by a father. “Paul did not have the Thessalonians addressing him as ‘Father Paul’, in the fashion of the Roman Catholic clergy (Matthew 23:9)” (Fields p. 63). “Exhorting”: This and the other two words reveal what Paul said to people both publicly and privately. Some of the brethren needed to be exhorted. Maybe those who found it difficult to live the Christian life, especially in face of the opposition. Paul practiced what he preached (1 Thessalonians 5:14). “Encouraging”: “Testifying”: “Has the sense of making a solemn and emphatic affirmation or demand” (Marshall p. 74). See Acts 20:26; Galatians 5:3. “It may refer to serious words addressed to slackers or the like” (Morris p. 84). 2 Timothy 4:1-2; 2 Timothy 2:14; 1 Timothy 5:21.

Verse 12
1 Thessalonians 2:12 “to the end that ye should walk worthily of God, who calleth you into His own kingdom and glory” 

“To the end”: All such teaching, warning and encouragement was directed towards the goal of walking worthily of God. "Ye should”: Such is a real possibility.

“Walk”: Conduct ones entire life. “Worthily of God”: To live in such a way that brings honor to God (Matthew 5:16; Ephesians 4:1; Philippians 1:27; Colossians 1:10). “If Paul could be tender and considerate, he yet never lost sight of the high demands Christ makes on His followers. Nothing less can be offered to Him who gave His Son for us than all that we have and all that we are” (Morris p. 85). “Worthily”: Fields notes that the word "worthy" means of "equal weight". Hence Paul is saying, “Live your lives in a way that demonstrates that you value and have properly weighed the significance and importance of what God has done for you. To continue to live in sin, demonstrates that one does not don"t value the sacrifice of Christ, that is, such a sacrifice is not given any “weight” (Hebrews 10:26-29).

“Who calleth”: God calls men through the gospel message (2 Thessalonians 2:14; Romans 10:17). “Present active--keeps on calling” (Robertson p. 20). Even after one has obeyed the gospel, God keeps on exhorting us through His word, because God realizes that our conversion is just the beginning and some do give up along the way (2 Timothy 2:11-13; Luke 8:13-14). “Into His own kingdom”: The word "kingdom" is used of both the present body of Christ (Colossians 1:12-14; Hebrews 12:28; Revelation 1:5-6); and the future heavenly kingdom (1 Corinthians 6:9). And if one is not in the kingdom here, one will not be in the kingdom later (Ephesians 5:23). “And glory”: What an inspiring thought! God actually wants us to share His glory, to share in His victory, to enjoy the quality of life that He experiences, to dwell in a place surrounded by His eternal splendor and magnificence (Romans 5:2; Romans 8:18)! This glory includes a glorious resurrected body (Philippians 3:20-21). “They have been saved by such a wonderful God. They face a glorious future. Let them so live here and now as to be worthy of such a God!” (Morris p. 86).

In summing up this section, Marshall notes: “It is doubtless that case that false or evil messages can be put over by attractive personalities. A messenger"s pleasant and sincere manner is not necessarily a proof of the truth of his word. But it is equally the case that the Christian gospel will make little or no impression if it cannot be verified in the lives of its messengers. They cannot do too much in putting themselves entirely at the service of the Lord and of the people to whom they bring the message” (pp. 75-76).

The Thessaslonians’ Reception of the Message

This section of Scripture should remind everyone that the teacher or preacher can only do so much. The hearer or listener also has a great obligation, that is, to have a honest and good heart.

Verse 13
1 Thessalonians 2:13 “And for this cause we also thank God without ceasing, that, when ye received from us the word of the message, even the word of God, ye accepted it not as the word of men, but, as it is in truth, the word of God, which also worketh in you that believe” 

“We also thank God without ceasing”: (). “The word of the message”: What Paul and his companions preached. “Not as the word of men”: A message invented by men, a human philosophy, or one opinion among many. “It is no human invention, no result of the apostle"s own reasoning and experience” (Erdman p. 42).

“As it is in truth”: “As it truly is. Paul had not a doubt that he was proclaiming God"s message” (Robertson p. 20). “Paul does not rebuke the Thessalonians for regarding his message too highly” (Stott p. 54). What a contrast with certain "professed Christians" today who ridicule the idea that the Bible is the inspired Word of God or that Paul wrote by inspiration. Some people might be confused concerning the Bible"s inspiration, but the early Christians and apostles were not (1 Corinthians 14:37; 2 Peter 1:20-21). And if one simply reads the Scriptures they would never come to any other conclusion. The advocates of the New Hermeneutic, who argue that the letters of Paul are not binding upon Christians today, must in essence deny Paul"s claim. Notice also that Paul did not believe in the subjective theory of, “That may be God"s word to you, but it isn"t God"s word to me”. These Christians accepted Paul’s preaching as being the word God, not because of some subjective feeling, but rather because that is what is truly was.

“Which also worketh”: To be active, efficient. “In you that believe”: “Present tense to convey the idea of a continuous process of belief” (Morris p. 88). “The word of God is not some dead philosophy or speculation, but is living and active Hebrews 4:12. It is like good seed which springs up when it is planted Luke 8:11” (Fields p. 66). Yet the word of God can only make process in the heart that believes. Faith is an essential requirement for any change to happen (Romans 1:16; John 8:37). This same message was not doing anything positive for the unbelieving Jews. Now these facts can be very uncomfortable, for they tell us that if we are failing to grow it is our own fault, that is, unbelief still lurks in our hearts (Hebrews 3:12). The gospel message, when embraced by an honest heart, has always borne fruit (Luke 8:15). Thus, if our lives are somewhat barren--it means our heart is not as honest as it should be. 

Verse 14
1 Thessalonians 2:14 “For ye, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God which are in Judaea in Christ Jesus: for ye also suffered the same things of your own countrymen, even as they did of the Jews” 

“For”: The connection between verses 13-14, is that when one really embraces the word of God, then they will hold on to what that message teaches, regardless of the personal cost or what the opposition might be. “Churches of God in which are in Judaea”: Evidently, the sufferings experienced by the congregations in Palestine were widely known in Christian circles (Acts 8:1; Acts 8:4; Hebrews 10:32-34). “The Judean churches may be singled out because they were the first to be persecuted, or perhaps because they had suffered intensely” (Marshall p. 78). A Scriptural name for the church is also the phrase “church of God” (1 Corinthians 1:2). Paul knew all about this persecution, for he had once been one of the primary persecutors (Galatians 1:13; Acts 9:1; Acts 9:13). “In Christ Jesus”: If one is in Christ, they are automatically in the Lord"s church. Paul does not believe that one can be a Christian and not be in the church, because the church is the body of the saved (Ephesians 5:23), and the Lord immediately adds the saved to this body (Acts 2:47).

“The same things”: Indicating that the persecution endured by the Thessalonians had been intense. “Of your own countrymen”: “There is no more painful hurt than a person can endure than for his own friends and relatives to turn against him because he has received Jesus Christ as his Lord” (Fields p. 67). This verse infers that many Gentiles had joined forces with the unbelieving Jewish element in Thessalonica, and were making life hard for these Christians (Acts 17:5). In like manner, the Jews would try to manipulate the Gentile rulers in Corinth against Paul (Acts 18:12 ff). “Is it not altogether probable that the husbands of those many women who had become Christians (Acts 17:4), these husbands being themselves leading men were they making life hard for their wives?” (Hendriksen p. 71).

Verse 15
1 Thessalonians 2:15 “who both killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove out us, and pleased not God, and are contrary to all men” 

“Who”: The Jews in Judea, and Paul had been one of those men who was contrary to all men. “Killed the Lord Jesus”: “All attempts (also modern attempts) to mitigate the guilt of the Jews in killing Jesus (by saying that not they but the Gentiles--particularly Pilate--committed this crime) are crushed by this passage” (Hendriksen pp. 71-72). Compare with Acts 2:23; Acts 4:10; Acts 5:28. “And the prophets”: Probably the Old Testament prophets. “What happened to Jesus should have been no surprise to those who knew what happened to the prophets before him, Matthew 23:29-36; Luke 11:47-51” (Marshall p. 79). “Paul emphasizes the heinousness of this crime, and proceeds to bring out the point that it was no 

isolated act” (Morris p. 90). (Acts 7:52). “And drove out us”: “Paul"s vivid description of the scene told in Acts 17:5 ff” (Robertson p. 22). “Banish, to chase out as if a wild beast”. “And please not God”: “A typical understatement” (Hendriksen p. 72). God didn"t give them any credit whatsoever for their misdirected zeal. One cannot atone for their own sins, by being "religiously busy", and there is no salvation, even when is dedicated to religious error. “Contrary to all men”: “Show themselves foes of all men” (Amp). “Are enemies of all mankind” (Con). This expression is further explained in the next verse.

Verse 16
1 Thessalonians 2:16 “forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they may be saved; to fill up their sins always: but the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost” 

“Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they may be saved”: “Paul saw this policy as the appalling thing it was” (Stott p. 56) (Matthew 23:13). This is how the unbelieving Jews were contrary to all men, they were trying to prevent the spread of the gospel message. Therefore, anyone who stands opposed to the gospel message is an enemy of the human race. “Forbidding”: “Even had they refused to accept the message of Christ themselves, they might at least have allowed others to listen to it and to accept it” (Barclay p. 223). One cannot be saved without first hearing the gospel (Romans 10:17; Mark 16:16), and people are not saved by accident.

“To fill up their sins always”: “They are always piling up their sins to the limit” (Nor) (Genesis 15:16; Matthew 23:32). Notice where their stubbornness and unbelief were leading them. As if such people were seeing to it that nothing is left out of the catalog of their sins. Carefully note, that many devout, openhearted and faithful individuals of Jewish stock have always existed (Romans 11:5; Hebrews 11:1-40). Paul is speaking of unbelieving Jews, those that closed their minds and became violent against Jesus and His followers. Hence the same truth would apply to anyone today who opposes Christ and seeks to hinder the spread of the gospel. (1) Those in the denominational world who try to convince people that they don"t need to be baptized, or that doctrine isn"t important and that sincerity is enough. Such people are hindering people from being saved!

“But”: They will not get away with such opposition (Galatians 6:7). "”The wrath”: Of God (1:10). “Is come upon them”: Can mean “has drawn near, even to the very point of contact” (Marshall p. 80). “To the uttermost”: “At last” (Robertson p. 22). Jesus spoke of the same thing. He warned His generation, the generation that was still alive when Paul wrote, that God"s wrath was not merely on their heads, but that it was going to express itself in judgment (Matthew 21:43; Matthew 23:32-39; Luke 23:28-31). While God"s wrath rests on the head of every unbeliever (John 3:36); God"s judgment did fall when the city of Jerusalem was destroyed in A.D. 70 by the Romans. Such an expression also infers that the physical nation of Israel is no longer to be viewed as God’s people. Even John the Baptist spoke of this same truth (Matthew 3:7-10).

Why he had been unable to return

“It seems probable that one of their (the unbelieving Jews) accusations had been that the Apostle had never intended to revisit Thessalonica. His continued absence was further proof that he had no real regard for his converts” (Morris p. 93).

Verse 17
1 Thessalonians 2:17 “But we, brethren, being bereaved of you for a short season, in presence not in heart, endeavored the more exceedingly to see your face with great desire” 

“But we”: In contrast to their enemies. “Bereaved”: “Literally, ‘being orphaned from you’” (Robertson p. 23). “The separation was like that between parents and children” (Vincent p. 30). Against the charge that Paul did not care about them, Paul notes that their departure had been forced, they had been ‘torn away’ from the Thessalonians. “It had given Paul no pleasure to leave the city. He had not gone voluntarily” (Stott p. 61). Here we see how much Paul loved these Christians. He departure was forced and painful. He felt like a child orphaned of its parents or a parent who had just lost his or her children. Fields notes, “We love the churches where we have served. But probably most preachers do not have the intensity of love and yearning for them that Paul had” (p. 79). 

“For a short season”: It had been a short time between his forced departure and this letter. McGarvey thinks the "short season" was around six months. “In presence not in heart”: “In person, not in spirit” (Wey). Out of sight, but not out of mind. The accusation was probably being made, that Paul had forgotten about them. “Endeavored the more exceedingly to see your face with great desire”: “Endeavored all the more with intense longing to see you face to face” (Wey). “The verb endeavored implies not merely longing to do something but positive attempts to achieve it” (Marshall p. 85). “Must probably also be viewed as a refutation of the slander that the missionaries did not really care for those whom they had ‘duped’; that they would know better than to try to return to them” (Hendriksen p. 75). “It means that Paul did not delay, nor did he put forth a token effort only. Rather, he had used all his might and used it speedily in his endeavor to come to them almost a fierce passion” (Morris p. 94).

Verse 18
1 Thessalonians 2:18 “because we would fain have come unto you, I Paul once and again; and Satan hindered us” 

“Fain”: “We wanted” (Wey). “I Paul once and again”: “Not implying any less desire on the part of his associates, but emphasizing his own” (Vincent p. 30). “More than once” (Morris p. 95). “And Satan hindered us”: Satan is alive and well (1 Peter 5:8-9). “The word ‘hindered’ is a military term, and indicates the obstruction of an enemy"s progress by breaking up the road, destroying bridges, etc” (Fields p. 80). We do not know exactly what means or circumstances Satan had used to hinder Paul, was this continuing Jewish opposition? Problems in Corinth which demanded his presence? “William Ramsay suggested that this was the legal ban which the plutarchs of Thessalonica had put on Jason. They took security from Jason and the others before letting them go (Acts 17:9), with severe penalties if Paul were to return (Stott p. 62). The Christian needs to remember that Satan can use us (and others) if we or they are manifesting the wrong attitudes (Matthew 16:23).

Verse 19
1 Thessalonians 2:19 “For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of glorying? Are not even ye, before our Lord Jesus at His coming?” 

“What”: Or “who” (NASV). "”Crown of glorying”? “Crown of exultation” (NASV). “When a king or conqueror came on a visit he was given a chaplet of glorying” (Robertson p. 24). “For these missionaries this will be the glory-wreath, the prided victor"s chaplet” (Hendriksen p. 76). “Are not even ye”: Paul is continuing to respond to the accusation that he did not care about them. To the contrary, Paul likened the Thessalonian"s to a victor’s crown. We would say, “You are my pride and joy”. “Before your Lord Jesus at His coming?” “The dear friends are the objects of his highest hopes, the source of his deepest joy, and of them he is more proud than a champion is of his chaplet or a monarch of his crown” (Erdman p. 46).

The Thessalonians are a great source of joy and pride to Paul and his companions. John said the same thing (2 John 1:4; 3 John 1:4). To see the Thessalonians saved at the end, would mean that Paul"s efforts have been worthwhile, it would be a great victory for the cause of Christ.

Verse 20
1 Thessalonians 2:20 “For ye are our glory and our joy” 

This statement should challenge us. For Paul is saying that these Christians brought him more joy and made him prouder than any material object. Are our brethren more important to us, do they give us more happiness and pride than--our cars, homes, jobs, recreational activities, and hobbies? And am I living in such a way that my brethren could be proud of me?
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“The transition between defense and expression of joy is very gradual. In fact, the information which Paul supplies with respect to the decision to send Timothy is, in a sense, a part of the defense, for it shows that far from being indifferent to the needs of the Thessalonians (as the enemies charged), the apostle was willing to make a real sacrifice in their interest” (Hendriksen p. 81). “Paul"s dealings with the Thessalonians after he left Thessalonica show the feelings of a true man of God toward his converts after he has departed from them. They never cease to be upon his heart. He will do anything possible to help them remain true to the Lord, and he has no greater joy than to hear news of their continued faithfulness and spiritual growth. Christians should realize that it is a great grief to a minister whom they may love, if they do not remain true to Christ when he has gone away from them” (Fields p. 79).

Verse 1
1 Thessalonians 3:1 “Wherefore when we could no longer forbear, we thought it good to be left behind at Athens alone” 

“Wherefore”: Connecting this section back to the previous verses. “The sense of verse 1 is: In view of the fact that our immediate attempt to return to you was frustrated by Satan, and that, nevertheless, we could not stand or endure the separation any longer” (Hendriksen p. 82).

“We”: Quite a bit of discussion centers around this simple word. The question being, does Paul include Silas in this "we"? After leaving Thessalonica, Paul, Silas and eventually Timothy are found in Berea (Acts 17:10; Acts 17:14). Silas and Timothy remain in Berea, while Paul is sent to Athens (17:15). From the Thessalonian letter we learn that at least Timothy was able to reach Paul in Athens (Acts 17:15), but was soon sent back to Thessalonica (1 Thessalonians 3:1). From Acts 18:1-28 we also learn that both Timothy and Silas eventually met up with Paul in Corinth (18:5). Now the "we" in 3:1 may include Silas, but if it does Silas quickly left after Timothy, for both Silas and Timothy met up with Paul in Corinth (Acts 18:5). And 1 Thessalonians 3:5 seems to indicate that the "we" of 3:1 is an editorial "we", for Paul says, "when I could endure it no longer, I also sent ". “The best solution may be to assume that the thought is expressed loosely and that Paul means ‘We’ (all three of us, or Timothy and myself) resolved that I should be left at Athens alone and that Timothy should be sent to you” (Marshall p. 90).

“No longer forbear”: “Endure it no longer” (Wey). “Paul"s repeated efforts to revisit Thessalonica were made more frustrating by the lack of news about the church there. So the suspense grew until we could stand it no longer. Something simply had to be done to relieve the tension” (Stott p. 64). “His longing for some personal communication from the Thessalonians became intolerable” (Vincent p. 32). “We thought it good”: Compare with “I also sent”. “I determined willingly” (Con). This is in contrast to the accusation that Paul did not care about them. He was intensely worried about their welfare, and he believed that they could use the valuable assistance and fellowship of Timothy, rather than himself. “Left behind in Athens alone”: Which was not an easy situation for Paul. In a city surrounded with idolatry and skeptics, Paul found himself alone, yet he would rather be in that situation, than worrying about the church in Thessalonica. “He could bear another bout of loneliness better than a further period of suspense over the Thessalonians” (Stott p. 64). Which means that Paul would rather be alone than worry about the Thessalonians being alone and without spiritual support. Morris notes, “We must not think that it was easy for him to stay and preach in Athens. Many of its inhabitants were cultured people. Not a few were cynical and ready to mock at such a gospel as Paul preached. Paul was not insensitive, and he did not relish the prospect of working alone in such a place. For the good of the work he realized that it was necessary for Timothy to go, but this verse gives us a glimpse of what it cost him” (p. 99).

We need to realize that Christianity is a religion that will cost us something. We cannot have the religion of Jesus Christ, without forming close attachments to our brethren (Romans 12:15) The person who becomes a Christian must be willing to be hurt, willing to have anxiety for the souls of others, willing to become emotionally involved. Paul placed the needs of the body of Christ, ahead of his own (2 Corinthians 12:15).

Verse 2
1 Thessalonians 3:2 “and sent Timothy, our brother and God"s minister in the gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to comfort you concerning your faith” 

“Our brother”: The brother of the Thessalonians and Paul, and a very valuable brother at that (Philippians 2:19-23). “God’s minister”: The Christian actually does serve God! This simple expression demands a number of logical conclusions. Man can understand what God wants done, that is, the Bible is understandable. A man can serve God in a way that pleases God, which means that God"s standards are not impossible nor are they unreasonable. “Preachers of the gospel should revel in the way Paul speaks of his fellow-workers. Paul had no jealousy. Whenever anyone did anything for Christ, Paul was glad” (Fields p. 84). This description of Timothy reveals, “Paul"s loving appreciation of the worth of this young companion and the deep significance of his work” (Erdman p. 47). If we are working with God (1 Corinthians 3:9), then should not we do the best job we possibly can for Him? “So we sent Timothy, whose fellowship would have meant much to Paul. Perhaps Paul gave Timothy this exalted description because he wanted to show that in sending him he had sent a gifted and qualified representative” (Stott p. 64). The Thessalonians should be impressed, that in sending Timothy, and thus being alone in Athens, Paul is making a tremendous personal sacrifice for them. The various accusations to the contrary are completely false, because Paul is still making sacrifices for this congregation. Notice Paul"s attitude towards people. Barclay notes, “It will always remain true that we can never affect or win people at all unless we begin, quite simply, by liking them. The man who begins by despising men or by looking down on them or by disliking them can never go on to save men” (p. 226).

Anxiety, concern and worry are the natural by-products of putting your best into something. “When a man has put the best of himself into anything he is anxious until he knows how the work of his hands and of his brain will weather the storms” (Barclay pp. 226-227). When you put your soul into God"s cause then you will understand why others do pursue the Christian in sin (James 5:19-20); why others oppose error (Galatians 2:5); why others worry about the future of the church (2 Corinthians 11:28); and why others endeavor to maintain unity in the body of Christ (Ephesians 4:1-3).

“To establish you”: “Was an almost technical term for the consolidation and building up of new converts (Acts 14:22; Acts 15:32; Romans 1:11; Romans 16:25; 2 Thessalonians 2:17)” (Stott pp. 64-65). “The idea of putting in a buttress, a support” (Morris p. 100).

Paul knew that new converts needed to be strengthened. The Christian needs teaching that will enable them to become stable in their convictions and unmoved by trials, tempting offers or false doctrine (Colossians 1:23). Yet this expression infers that new converts are expected to take time out of their lives to receive and benefit from such teaching.

“Comfort”: Encouragement that leads to a strengthening of one"s faith. “Timothy, then, must tell these recent converts to the Christian faith, ‘You"re doing fine. Continue to do so. But do so more and more’” (Hendriksen p. 84). “Concerning your faith”: Note that all these efforts are towards the goal of strengthening and encouraging these Christians to remain convicted and firm in reference to their faith. Unfortunately, some seem to offer a form of encouragement that encourages the unfaithful Christian to remain in their unfaithfulness, that is, an encouragement that buys the excuses of the unfaithful or agrees with their justifications for why they have not been serving God faithfully.

Verse 3
1 Thessalonians 3:3 “that no man be moved by these afflictions; for yourselves know that here unto we are appointed” 

“That”: The hoped for end result of Timothy"s mission. “No man”: God is concerned about the salvation of just one soul (Luke 15:7; 2 Peter 3:9). “Be moved”: The word translated "moved" (“disturbed” NASV), means: “Was used at first of dogs wagging their tail, and so came to mean to ‘flatter, fawn upon, and therefore deceive’” (Stott p. 65). “Here Paul seems to have in mind the possibility that, while the Thessalonians were in the midst of their troubles, some of their enemies, by fair words, should turn them out of the right way. There had appeared to be an easy way out of their troubles” (Morris p. 101). Hendriksen notes that the unbelieving Gentiles may have been saying something like, “We can fully understand how it was that you were led astray by these enthusiastic foreigners. You were led to believe that they had your interest at heart. But their sudden departure and failure to return clearly proves that they are not concerned about you at all. Moreover, the things that have happened to you since their coming shows that the gods are not pleased with you (1:9). Why exchange that which is tried and tested for something novel? Rejoin our ranks, the ranks of those who have always admired and respected you, and we"ll promise you that we"ll never mention the subject again” (pp. 84-85). We must not forget that error can be very persuasive (Romans 16:18). We also need to be aware that suffering, trials and tribulations can "soften" us up to believing something that is not true. When we are suffering, we tend to be willing to listen to presentations that flatter us, such as “Look at all your going through, you deserve some latitude in serving God”. We seem to start thinking that suffering gives us the right to engage in sin, disobey God, modify the rules, or that suffering releases us from accountability, that is, “God didn"t come through for me, therefore I don"t owe Him anything”.

One writer noted, “When things do not go well, especially for an extended time, when our heart is filled with more pain than joy, the temptation to let our desire for relief become a demand is strongest People desperate for relief eagerly grab onto strategies for relief they might recognize as foolish in moments of more sober reflection. Unremitting struggle tends to blur our lines of moral distinctions. Things that are clearly wrong become less offensive to our conscience when they provide our only hope for relief. When we demand relief for our thirst now, we"re in danger of slipping from a biblical ethic into a morality of pragmatism: whatever eases our pain is justified”. [Note: _ Inside Out. Larry Crabb. pp. 138,139, 142,143.] 

“For yourselves know”: Many of our problems could be solved, if we just applied what we already know. “That hereunto we are appointed”: Carefully note that "appointed" is not in the sense that precise sufferings are predestined, rather that Christianity and trials often go together, because the world hates the message God has brought (John 3:19-21; John 16:33; John 15:18). Sufferings should not take Christian"s by surprise, because the message in the Bible is clear, the faithful Christian will face opposition (Acts 14:22; 2 Timothy 3:12). “It is very interesting to learn that a regular topic of Paul"s instruction to converts was the inevitability of suffering” (Stott p. 65). “If a person knows that something unpleasant is part of his destiny, something that is inevitable, then he will brace himself to meet it and will not think that it is a sign that he is on the wrong track or be taken by surprise by it” (Marshall p. 92). See Matthew 5:11; Matthew 10:17-23; 1 Peter 1:6; 1 Peter 3:13-17; 1 Peter 4:12; Revelation 2:10. Part of the preachers’ task is to jog the memory of his listeners (Galatians 5:19-21; 2 Peter 1:12-13).

Verse 4
1 Thessalonians 3:4 “For verily, when we were with you, we told you beforehand that we are to suffer affliction; even as it came to pass, and ye know” 

“Verily”: “Indeed” (NASV). “When we were with you”: “The tense of the verb indicates that Paul had repeated the lesson several times, which would not be surprising in view of the constant attacks made during his visit” (Marshall p. 92). “We told you beforehand”: The importance of preventative teaching is often stressed in Scripture (Galatians 5:19-21). “Suffer affliction”: Carefully note that the affliction in this passage is not such things as disease, illness, car problems, natural disaster, or death, because everyone, Christian or non-Christian suffers such things. The affliction under consideration is affliction that comes because one is a Christian. Today we often think that we are really suffering and or enduring, when we just suffer the things that everyone else suffers, yet when was the last time we suffered because of our faith?

The fact that Paul had repeatedly forewarned them is proof that he had not deceived them. Paul had not promised them a life of ease, neither had he covered the true costs of being a Christian, rather, when he preached, everything was up front and out in the open. When these people became Christians, they had counted the cost, for the cost had been clearly proclaimed (Luke 14:26 ff).

Verse 5
1 Thessalonians 3:5 “For this cause I also, when I could no longer forbear, sent that I might know your faith, lest by any means the tempter had tempted you, and our labor should be in vain” 

“For this cause I also”: “There is a good deal of repetition in these verses. He was anxious to leave his correspondents in no doubt as to his essential meaning. He is very emphatic as to his personal feeling and action” (Morris p. 103). “For this cause” repeats the "wherefore" of . “When I could no longer forbear”: That is, endure not knowing what was happening in Thessalonica. Here we see another purpose in Timothy"s mission. It was also to inform Paul concerning whether the Thessalonians were still true to God. “So Timothy had been sent on both a nurturing and a fact-finding mission” (Stott p. 65). “Sent that I might know your faith”: “The condition of your faith” (Wey). Christians have the moral right to be concerned about each other. When one becomes a member of the body of Christ they inherently give other Christians the right to admonish, exhort and encourage them (1 Thessalonians 5:14). The one thing that Paul is most concerned about is their faith, and not their comfort, or even their physical survival. That should really put things in perspective. The important thing right now is my trust in God, the conviction that God is good and always right, not my health, not my level of financial security, and so on. Because if I lose my faith, success in all other areas of life will be meaningless (Hebrews 11:6).

“Lest by any means the tempter had tempted you”: “His meanness consists especially in this, that he first tempts a man into sin and then accuses him of it! Indeed, for Paul the devil was real, an actually existing, very powerful and very terrible opponent! Those who deny the real and personal existence of Satan should be honest enough to admit that they do not believe in the Bible!” (Hendriksen p. 86). Satan is relentless (1 Peter 5:8), always waiting for a moment of weakness or slackness in our lives to exploit (Ephesians 4:27; 1 Corinthians 7:5). Remember, he is always opposed to God and man"s best interest (Matthew 13:39; 2 Corinthians 4:4; 1 Thessalonians 2:18; 2 Corinthians 2:11). Satan is most successful, when he convinces people that God is at fault for allowing their loved ones to die outside of Jesus Christ. Yet God did not cause that (2 Peter 3:9). It was the devil who had continually worked towards that end (Matthew 13:39). It is high time that even many people wake up and realize "who" the real enemy is.

“And our labor should be in vain”: “To no purpose” (Vincent p. 33). “Our labor had been thrown away” (Mof). This is a clear inference that the Christian can lose their salvation, because how could Paul"s labor ever be in vain, if these Christians could never forfeit eternal life? In fact, why even be concerned about the efforts of the tempter, if the tempter can never touch the "predestined"? “Many of our brethren today would do well to learn that the devil still rages about, opposing Truth and causing conflict as he has always done. He will not go away simply because he is ignored!” (Denton Lectures p. 100). Paul often expressed the concern that his work could be in vain (Galatians 2:2; 1 Corinthians 3:15; Philippians 2:16). The eternal destinies of mankind are not written in stone. Notice the language that God uses, “lest”, and “should”. It had not been predestined that these Christians would fail or succeed in reference to this temptation. That depended upon their own free-willed choice.

Timothy’s Arrival

Verse 6
1 Thessalonians 3:6 “But when Timothy came even now unto us from you, and brought us glad tidings of your faith and love, and that ye have good remembrance of us always, longing to see us, even as we also to see you” 

“But”: This section (), describes Paul"s reaction to and the news that Timothy just had brought from Thessalonica. In contrast to all the former anxiety, the news from Thessalonica is good. “Even now”: “Just now” (Robertson p. 26). Indicating that this letter may have been written almost immediately after Paul had heard the good news from Timothy. “A hint for all those who tend to postpone answering important letters!” (Hendriksen p. 87). “Brought glad tidings of your faith and love”: Again, note what God considers really important. Whole-hearted trust and love for Him and an unselfish love for others is more important than physical health or financial security (Matthew 22:37-40; Matthew 7:12). We should be reminded that one cannot separate faith from love, without corrupting and destroying them both (Galatians 5:6; 1 Corinthians 13:1-4). Love without faith becomes merely sentimental and often worldly. Faith without love becomes cold, insensitive, and can result in a religion by rote. “And that ye have good remembrance of us always, longing to see us”: “You are still holding me in affectionate remembrance” (Mon). “Even as we also to see you”: “And want to see us just as much as we want to see you” (Tay). At times the best shot in the arm that one can give another Christian, is one’s own good example of faithfulness and mutual appreciation (Proverbs 25:25). The Thessalonians love Paul just as much as he loves them. Both of them equally love God and His truth. Now that is a Biblical definition of fellowship. “In view of their desire to have the missionary revisit them, there could be no question of their having turned away from his message” (Marshall p. 95).

“The Thessalonians had not allowed hostile propaganda to distort their recollections of the visit of the great Apostle. They still looked back on it with joy. They did more. They looked forward with eager longing to a reunion, and were just as anxious to see Paul again as he was to see them” (Morris p. 106).

Verse 7
1 Thessalonians 3:7 “for this cause, brethren, we were comforted over you in all our distress and affliction through your faith” 

“For this cause”: The great news found in the previous verse. “We were comforted over you in all our distress and affliction through your faith”: “In all our crushing troubles and sufferings here” (Tay). “The combination denotes that the Apostle was carrying on his work under grave difficulties and against much opposition” (Morris p. 107). This reminds us that when Paul was worrying about the Thessalonians, he was also enduring his own set of troubling circumstances. We forget that Paul had many irons in the fire during this time, such concern for Timothy"s safety, the work in Corinth, which had its own big problems, the hostile environment that he had encountered in Athens, “And the physical strain due to the double load: on the one hand, carrying on an important and time-consuming gospel-ministry and on the other hand, making good tents!” (Hendriksen p. 88). In view of this, it must be clear that God is not impressed by people who claim they are too busy to serve Him. As if they are busier than the Apostle Paul! Paul often had two full-time jobs, was being physically persecuted, hounded by enemies and false brethren, and yet he still found time to meet with Christians and serve God faithfully. “Through your faith”: “The people of a church are so close to a minister (preacher) that they have power to make his life happy or supremely miserable, 3 John 1:4” (Fields p. 89).

Verse 8
1 Thessalonians 3:8 “for now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord” 

“For now we live”: “Now I am really living” (Mon). “It brings to us renewed life” (Nor). “He had reached Corinth alone without friends or funds. Around him had been a black night of pagan corruption. Against him had been launched the most vicious attacks by the Jews. He had been, at least figuratively, in the shadow of death. However, the good news brought by Timothy gave him new life” (Erdman pp. 48-49). Paul feels a tremendous sense of relief and fresh air. Stott notes, “Why should your faith encourage us, do you ask? Because our life is bound up in yours” (p. 66). Morris notes, “The service of Christ was for Paul no halfhearted thing, but that which mattered most in life. This service did not mean an idle contemplation of the excellencies of the Savior. It was an active, fruitful work of preaching Him (1 Corinthians 9:22)” (pp. 107-108). Paul and his co-workers felt the impact of congregational faithfulness and unfaithfulness (2 Corinthians 11:28-29).

“If”: Salvation is conditional. “Stand fast in the Lord”: “The idea of a firmness, a steadfastness in the stand taken up” (Morris p. 108). And this is something that all of us are capable of doing. Everyone has "stood fast" in something, even something that was wrong in the past. People can be incredibly hard-headed when they want to. Many people stand firm in their unbelief and their refusal to back down before God and His truth (Acts 7:51). The only resolve that counts is a resolve to stand fast "in the Lord". This includes the refusal to move away from His teachings (Ephesians 6:11; Ephesians 6:13; Ephesians 6:15; 1 Corinthians 15:1; 2 Thessalonians 2:15; 1 Corinthians 16:13; Galatians 5:1; Philippians 1:27). This congregation had succeeded against a great set of trials, yet that did not mean that the future would be a breeze. Paul reminded these Christians that they still needed to stand fast. God would not force them to stand fast or remove all the responsibility for such a stand. Every time God exhorts us to stand fast or firm, this infers a firm position can be taken up by the Christian, the word of God is very understandable, and gives every Christian strong reasons for holding on to Christ, Christianity is easily defended, and God gives the Christian a very large arsenal of both defensive and offensive weaponry.

Verse 9
1 Thessalonians 3:9 “For what thanksgiving can we render again unto God for you, for all the joy wherewith we joy for your sakes before our God” 

“For what thanksgiving can we render again unto God for you”: “How can we thank God enough” (TCNT). “This report of their faith has given him not only new life but unbounded joy. Words fail him to express his gratitude to God” (Erdman p. 49). “Paul means ‘I am tremendously grateful to God--and yet I realize that am incapable of giving Him the gratitude which He deserves’” (Marshall p. 97). “For all the joy wherewith we joy for your sakes before our God”: “For all the happiness that you are giving us in the sight of our God” (TCNT). “How great the joy with which we are glad because of your faith before our God” (Bas). Do our brethren give us joy? Do we thank God for other Christians? Are we thankful that we do not have to live the Christian life alone? Are we doing everything we can to make sure than others derive happiness from our example and faithfulness? Are we determined to be a source of encouragement?

Verse 10
1 Thessalonians 3:10 “night and day praying exceedingly that we may see your face, and may perfect that which is lacking in your faith?” 

“Night and day praying exceedingly that we may see your face”: “Night and day making very abundant entreaties” (Rhm). The expression “Night and day does not denote prayer at two set times, but rather continued prayer. And if it is continual it is also fervent. There is nothing perfunctory or merely formal about Paul"s prayers. His prayer springs from a sense of deprivation. He feels that he needs them and prays accordingly” (Morris p. 109).

Prayer is a great answer to Satan"s hindrances (). Stott notes, “Perhaps his activities overlapped on another, so that he found he could pray even while he was engaged in his tent-making. What he says he prayed for was that now, in defiance of Satan"s hindrances, he might be able to visit them” (p. 66). “Despite sending Timothy and receiving good news from him Paul"s heart still aches to actually be with the Thessalonians” (Marshall p. 98). “And may perfect”: “Meaning to restore, equip, or complete. It was used in various contexts, for example of a fisherman repairing his nets, a surgeon setting bones, and a politician reconciling factions” (Stott p. 66). “To adjust, fit together; so mend” (Vincent p. 33). “That which is lacking in your faith”: ‘What is yet wanting” (Con). “What needs advancement” (Ber). Success against a temptation does not mean that one does not need any more help or instruction. One success does not make you a complete, whole and mature Christian. These were new converts and they needed additional instruction (Hebrews 5:12-14). Morris notes, “Yet in this joy at the faith that they undoubtedly possessed he was not oblivious to the sterner realities of the situation. His desire to be with them was accompanied by the desire to be useful by remedying the defects there were in that faith” (p. 109). The Thessalonians are a good accurate gauge to measure our own growth by. They were faithful in spite of serious opposition, they had turned from idolatry, they loved each other and Paul, yet God still said that they had gaps in their faith. 

Paul’s prayer and fervent desire

Verse 11
1 Thessalonians 3:11 “Now may our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way unto you” 

“May”: Notice that Paul does not shout orders at the Creator. In view of his desire to see them, their love for him and their need of spiritual growth, Paul feels that this is a very reasonable request. “Our God and Father”: Emphasizing the truth that Paul and the Thessalonians are brethren, adopted children of the same Father. “Himself”: God is a personal being, and not a force or mere influence. “And our Lord Jesus”: “The close collocation of God and Jesus in the prayer indicates that for Paul they are thought of as working together in unity” (Marshall p. 100). Notice how Paul places Jesus on equal footing with the Father. The verse infers that Jesus also answers our prayers and also governs and can manipulate the providential happenings in our world. This verse also emphasizes the truth that God still rules (Daniel 5:21). Carefully note that Paul does not act as if God is in subjection to him. Modern religious groups often tell people to pray and it will happen. Paul was not caught up in such arrogance. Paul always realized that God was God and he was not. He prayed with faith, but he also prayed with humility, letting God know that he would serve God regardless of the outcome of his prayers.

“Direct”: To guide from a word that means to “straighten fully”: “There follows a wish in the form of a prayer, that God will ‘make straight’ or level the way which Satan has cut up, or remove the obstacles with which he has strewn it ()” (Stott p. 67). Paul refused to be intimidated by Satan. When it came to evil, he was defiant. He would not cave in or give up. He realized that the prayer of a righteous man were a tremendous weapon against whatever hindrances the Devil might place in the progress of the gospel. Barclay notes, “It is to God that Paul turned for guidance in the ordinary day to day problems of life. One of the great and grave mistakes of life is to turn to God only in the great moments and the overpowering emergencies and the shattering crises. We use God to try to achieve a God-rescued life; Paul companied with God to achieve a God-directed life” (pp. 228-229). About five years from when this letter is written, this request will be fully answered when Paul is able to visit Macedonia twice towards the end of his third journey (Acts 20:1-3).

Verse 12
1 Thessalonians 3:12 “and the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, even as we also do toward you” 

“The Lord”: The Lord Jesus (). “Make you to increase and abound”: Jesus has enabled us to love one another: He Himself demonstrated what such love looks like (John 15:13; 1 John 3:16). He has given us countless incentives to practice such love (John 13:34-35), and He has even given us a very detailed description of true biblical love (1 Corinthians 13:4-8). “In love one toward another”: Note that this congregation was already practicing such love (4:9-10), yet Paul requested that such love would increase and abound. “And toward all men”: All other Christians and even unbelievers, including their enemies (Matthew 5:44-48). “Even as we also do toward you”: Paul did not have a level of love that other Christians could never attain. Paul believed that the converts in Thessalonica could manifest a love, a degree and level of love, that was practiced by himself, an apostle (1 Corinthians 11:1). Since brotherly love, and love for one"s fellow man is so often stressed to Christians. It seems that God is saying that this quality, this virtue or mind-set is greatly needed if we are going to succeed in serving Christ, and that this virtue is needed in whole congregations if those congregations are going to overcome the various external and internal temptations that all congregations face. Love is so greatly needed because it places God"s will ahead of our own opinions (John 14:15). It refuses to gossip or write people off, without really getting the facts or without talking to them (Matthew 18:15). It forbears, goes the extra mile, is hopeful, seeks the repentance of the fallen, and also views itself on a mission of salvation, deliverance, rather than a mere faultfinding mission. And true love will always move us into action, to do something about the problem, to teach the sinner, or to restore the fallen (Galatians 6:1-2; 1 John 3:17). Love also refuses to use the worldly tactics that are so often found in human organizations (1 John 3:10).

Verse 13
1 Thessalonians 3:13 “to the end He may establish your hearts unblameable in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints: 

“To the end”: “So that”. This verse infers that the biblical quality known as love (defined in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8), will enable our hearts to be strengthened, and is the key to personal purity and holiness. In other words, real biblical love for God and our fellowman is the means by which a person can stand in a right relationship with God at the last day. “Establish your hearts”: “Your hearts may be strong and faultlessly pure” (Gspd). “Means to ‘set fast, place firmly, fix, make firm, render constant’. Holiness is not to be a Sunday style, but is to be the well-established pattern of our whole lives “ (Fields p. 94) (1 Peter 1:15). “The heart stands for the whole of the inner life. It is easy enough for men to become a prey to fears and alarms, to take up every new doctrine, to accept the unreasoning hope that leads inevitably to irresolution, disillusionment and disaster. Paul longs to see his converts delivered from all such instability. He prays that they may have such a sure basis in love that they will be delivered from all this sort of thing” (Morris p. 113). “Unblamable in holiness”: Paul is not praying for perfection, rather the Christian can stand before God in this pure condition, because he or she has met God"s terms for forgiveness. Unfortunately, many people do not see any value in purity. “People in the world are proud of, and distinguished by, how wicked they can be. Whoever can curse the most violently, drink the most liquor, have the most wives or women” (Fields p. 94). Again, note how love and moral purity are placed side by side. The man or woman who really allows themselves to be impressed by God"s grace, mercy and unselfish character will realize how wonderful and attractive such qualities are, and will begin to practice them in reference to others. Purity happens when I start treating others in the way that God has treated me.

“At the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints”: Premillennialists argue that this verse implies a coming of Jesus in which Christians are accompanying Him back to the earth, that is, a coming that is seven years after the supposed secret rapture of all Christians from the earth. Yet the word translated "saints" can equally refer to angels (Zechariah 14:5), the term simply means “holy ones”. And the Bible clearly teaches that angels will accompany the Lord when He comes (Jude 1:14; 2 Thessalonians 1:7; Matthew 13:27; Matthew 13:41; Matthew 25:31). The Bible only speaks of a second coming (Hebrews 9:28), and not a third. This same writer, in the very next chapter places the coming of Jesus for Christians and the destruction of the wicked, as happening at the same time (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3). So did Jesus (John 5:28-29). Also see 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 and 2 Peter 3:10. Thus a false distinction is being made, when people argue that in the Bible we have a coming of Christ "for" the saints and another "with" the saints.

In addition, such a construction does not make any sense in . Because if these Thessalonian Christians and all other Christians were already with God (for seven years-tucked away in heaven) before the coming of 3:13, then they would be already approved of God. Let me put that another way, walk through this verse with me: If "all" Christians have been removed from the earth seven years prior to the coming of 1 Thessalonians 3:13 (note the language, "with ALL His saints"), then absolutely no Christians are left on earth when the coming of 3:13 happens. So who is there to be unblameable when He comes? According to this theory--all the unblameable ones were found in such a condition seven years before the events of 1 Thessalonians 3:13 take place! By contrast, this verse is teaching that there will be Christians, here on earth, who are unblameable when Jesus comes again. There are two groups in this verse, "all the saints" (holy ones) and those who are "unblamable in holiness before our God and Father at the coming."

04 Chapter 4 
Introduction
Outline:

I. General admonition to please God: 

II. Specific admonition concerning fornication: 

III. Exhortation for increased brotherly love: 

IV. Admonition to the lazy: 

V. Comfort to those sorrowing over the state of deceased Christians: 

“In the first main part of the letter Paul has explained the circumstances which prevented him from returning to the church at Thessalonica in order that he might encourage and instruct the members. Now in the second main part he proceeds to write the kind of instructions that he would have liked to pass on to them orally” (Marshall p. 103). “Christianity is eminently practical, there is an inseparable connection between doctrine and duty, between faith and life” (Erdman p. 52). The above comment should remind us of a valuable truth. The New Testament letters contain the information concerning what Jesus would say to a congregation, if He were still upon the earth (1 Corinthians 14:37). God would not have told the Thessalonians something different, even if He had spoken it directly and audibly from heaven. There is no difference between the quality or content of an audible message from God verses a written communication which He has inspired a man to write. Stott has the following observations concerning this section of Scripture:

“One of the great weaknesses of contemporary evangelical Christianity is our comparative neglect of Christian ethics, in both our teaching and our practice. In consequence, we have become known rather as people who preach the gospel than as those who live and adorn it. We are not always conspicuous in the community, as we should be, our personal honesty and integrity or for the stability of our homes in which unfaithfulness and divorce are practically unknown and children grow up in the secure love of parents. God"s commandments include such mundane matters as our daily work () and penetrate even into the personal privacies of sex and marriage (4:3-6); that God judges those who are sexually selfish (4:6). There is an urgent need for us, as pluralism (tolerate everything but the truth) and relativism spread worldwide, to follow Paul"s example and give people plain, practical, ethical teaching. And right from the beginning converts must be told that the new life in Christ is a holy life, a life bent on pleasing God by obeying his commandments” (pp. 76,77).

This section probably reveals what might have been either troubling some Christians in Thessalonica, or what could very easily trouble them if they were not careful. Some writers suggest that this section may also be a response to questions (either oral or written) from the congregation in Thessalonica (compare 1 Thessalonians 4:1 with 1 Corinthians 7:1; 1 Corinthians 7:25; 1 Corinthians 8:1; 1 Corinthians 12:1).

Chapter 

Morris notes, “The Thessalonians had welcomed the teaching they had received (concerning the Second Coming). But with the passage of time and the march of events questions arose in their minds. The one which occupies our attention at this point is, ‘What becomes of believers who die before the Second Coming?’ This question must have arisen quite early in the history of the church. We get the impression that the Thessalonians had understood Paul to mean that the Parousia (Second Coming) would take place within their lifetime. They had become perplexed when some of their number died. Did this mean that they had lost their share in the events associated with that great day?” (p. 136). Now Paul did not teach that the Second Coming would definitely happen in their lifetime (2 Thessalonians 2:2-3; 1 Thessalonians 5:1). Yet it is reasonable that certain individuals had misunderstood him, for he was misunderstood on other topics (1 Corinthians 5:9-10; Romans 3:8; Romans 6:1), and is still misunderstood by many people in the denominational world to this day. 

Verse 1
1 Thessalonians 4:1 “Finally then, brethren, we beseech and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that, as ye received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, even as ye do walk, that ye abound more and more” 

“Finally”: Marking not the end of the letter, but a transition to a new topic. The first major division of this letter dealt with his rejoicing in them and a defense of his character. For the most part the remainder of the letter will deal with exhortations and admonitions to live the Christian life in all situations and in all our dealings with others. “Beseech and exhort”: “Paul"s exhortation to the Thessalonians is meant very seriously. He underlines it with the double injunction, ‘we beseech and exhort you’. The combination gives emphasis to the Apostle"s request” (Morris p. 117). “In the Lord Jesus”: Paul knew that he was speaking for the Lord (; 2 Thessalonians 3:6 ff). He was always self-conscious about the true author behind his exhortations. “As ye received of us how ye ought to walk”: This and 4:2 emphasize that truth that Paul is not giving any new instructions. He had taught them these truths while with them. Hence, nothing new was being sprung on them. The real cost of being a Christian is not being disclosed after they become Christians. “We exhort you that, just as you learned how to live, so you may live” (Marshall p. 104). “Ought”: Consider how Paul dealt with brethren. He urged them, entreated them, and he did his best to persuade them. At the same time, he plainly stated that what he was ‘begging’ of them was mandatory. We can use tact in our teaching, we can present a doctrine in a very positive light, and yet at the end of the day, we still have to remind people, “this is something one is morally obligated to perform”.

“Walk”: “To live. This may connect with the fact that a favorite designation of Christianity in the earliest days was ‘the Way’ (Acts 9:2; Acts 19:23; Acts 24:22). Or it may be that the metaphor suggested itself from the idea of continual, if unspectacular, advance” (Morris p. 118). “And to please God”: “So as to satisfy God” (Mof). “How to behave in a way that pleases God” (Ber). It is possible for the Christian to "walk with God" (Genesis 5:22; Micah 6:8). “Pleasing God as the foundation of which Christian ethical behavior is built. Several points may be made in favor of ‘pleasing God’ as a guiding principle of Christian behavior. How can we claim to know and to love God is we do not seek to please Him? Disobedience is ruled out, our incentive will be not so much to obey the law as thereby to please the Law-giver. If our goal is to be perfectly pleasing to God, we shall never be able to claim that we have arrived. Instead, we are summoned to please Him more and more (2)” (Stott pp. 78, 79). “The whole Christian life is God-centered. The Christian does not ‘walk’ with a view to obtaining the maximum amount of satisfaction for himself, but in order to please his Lord” (Morris p. 118). The above comment should really make us think about "the preaching that we like to hear". The primarily purpose of teaching, is not to make the listener feel better about themselves, or to make life easier for them, rather it is to inform a man or woman how to life a live that is pleasing to God. The main question that the Christian is confronted with on a daily basis, should not be “am I happy?” Rather, “is God pleased with my life?” (2 Corinthians 5:9; Colossians 1:10).

“Even as ye do walk”: They were having success at pleasing God! “That ye abound more and more”: “But you are to excel in it still further” (Mof). “Continue to live this life better and better” (Wms). “That you live more and more closely to that ideal” (Tay). “Paul lets them know that he is not unmindful of their achievement. But the Christian can never rest satisfied” (Morris p. 119). "Abounding more and more" is God"s answer to those who are looking for a bare minimum or a quota that they can meet (1 Corinthians 15:58; 1 Thessalonians 3:12; 1 Thessalonians 4:10; Philippians 1:9).

Verse 2
1 Thessalonians 4:2 “For ye know what charge we gave you through the Lord Jesus”

“For ye know”: “Again Paul looks back to the days of his visit to assure them that he is doing no more than lead them along the way he had then showed them” (Morris p. 119). “In order to preclude the charge of being guilty of issuing arbitrary orders” (Hendriksen p. 99). “Charge”: A mandate or command. “To command or charge is frequent, and is often used of military orders” (Vincent p. 34). “Thus a word with a ring of authority” (Morris p. 120). “Through the Lord Jesus”: The highest possible authority resides behind the commands that Paul has given and is once again reminding them, this is a clear claim of inspiration (1 Thessalonians 2:13). “The point is clearly that the commands are to be thought of as the commands of Jesus to His church and Paul is merely His agent in passing them on to his readers” (Marshall p. 106).

Verse 3
1 Thessalonians 4:3 “For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye abstain from fornication” 

“This is the will of God”: “This is a thing willed of God” (Rhm). God"s will can be understood (Ephesians 5:17), and God clearly expresses His will. Why would God speak to mankind (Hebrews 1:1-2), if not to be understood? “Sanctification”: A state of purity or holiness. “That you should be pure” (TCNT). “Separated and set apart for pure and holy living” (Amp). See 1 Peter 1:15-16. One is purified from sin at conversion (1 Corinthians 6:11), but personal purity demands continual work (Hebrews 12:14). “We cannot get a one-shot inoculation of sanctification that will permanently guarantee our immunity against sin” (Fields p. 104). “Some denominations hold to a doctrine that after a person has been saved, he may have a second work of grace, a sanctification by baptism of the Holy Spirit, in which all desire for and the practice of sin is taken out of his nature” (Fields p. 103). Evidently the apostles did not believe or teach such a doctrine, even in reference to their own lives (1 Corinthians 9:27; Galatians 2:11-14; 1 John 1:8-10). “That ye abstain from fornication”: “Abstain from sexual vice” (Mof). “Fornication”: “The noun covers all forms of illicit sexual intercourse. These are incompatible with the relationship has to be viewed in the light of the fact that the body of the Christian belongs to God (1 Corinthians 6:19)” (Morris p. 122).

“It is not surprising that the apostle begins with sex, not only because it is the most imperious of all our human urges, but also because of the sexual laxity--even promiscuity--of the Greco-Roman world. Besides, he was writing from Corinth to Thessalonica, and both cities were famed for their immorality. It may be doubted, however, whether Corinth and Thessalonica were any worse than other cities of that period in which it was widely accepted that men either could not or would not limit themselves to their wife as their only sexual partner. Professor F.F. Bruce sums up the situation: ‘A man might have a mistress who could provide him also with intellectual companionship; the institution of slavery made it easy for him to have a concubine, while casual gratification was readily available from a harlot. The function of his wife was to manage his household and to be the mother of his legitimate children and heirs” (Stott p. 81). “So long as a man supported his wife and family there was no shame whatsoever in extra-marital relationships (among unbelievers)” (Barclay p. 231). At this point we learn a very valuable lesson concerning why people misinterpret the Bible. The Bible is very clear about condemning fornication (1 Corinthians 6:9; Revelation 21:8). Thus, anyone who argues that sex outside of marriage is lawful in the sight of God, needs to honestly admit, that they do not believe that the Bible is the Word of God. The problem is not interpretation rather it is a lack of faith. When it comes to sin moderation is not enough, we must completely abstain. Here we again learn that the standards and values of contemporary society do not determine what is right and wrong. In Greek society the sin of fornication was lightly condemned. “Continence was regarded as an unreasonable demand on a man. Yet the leaders of the church did not compromise for one moment. They knew that God required of them the highest standard, and they had no authority to lower that standard. Thus they refused to allow the church to be determined by the ideas of contemporary society” (Morris p. 121). Since culture did not determine truth, right and wrong, for the First Century Church, neither should it be allowed to determine truth and morals for the 21st Century Church. God"s truth transcends all cultures (Revelation 21:8; Romans 3:4; 1 Peter 1:23-25), and it will be the standard by which all cultures will be judged (John 12:48; Revelation 20:11-12; Matthew 25:31-32). 

Verse 4
1 Thessalonians 4:4 “that each one of you know how to possess himself of his own vessel in sanctification and honor” 

“That”: Connecting and this verse together. Paul is still dealing with the subject of abstaining from fornication. “Each one of you”: The same exact moral standard is required of all Christians, regardless of their background, social or economic strata, environment or upbringing. Judgment will be on an individual basis (2 Corinthians 5:10), therefore the purity of another Christian cannot save me. Holiness does not rub off and no man or woman has enough holiness to spare for someone else. “Know how”: “Paul explains more positively what is meant by abstaining from immorality in terms of the action which his readers should take in order to avoid this sin” (Marshall p. 107). The word “know” is a perfect active infinitive meaning that each one of them (and us) should learn and know the way to maintain his own purity (Denton Lectures p. 127). “Learn the habit of purity” (Robertson p. 28). Carefully note that moral purity has some "know how" connected with it. Virtue is the result of being impressed with certain truths (2 Peter 1:5-6).

“Possess”: “The verb can be used in the sense ‘to gain mastery over’” (Marshall p. 109). “Himself of his own vessel”: The question among commentators is, “What does the word vessel refer to?” Basically two views exist. The word vessel refers to the body of the believer (2 Corinthians 4:7; 2 Timothy 2:21; Acts 9:15). Or the word refers to the wife of the believer (1 Peter 3:7). The wife view has two basic variations. Paul is saying here basically the same thing he said in 1 Corinthians 7:1-2, that is, marriage is a safeguard against or the only God-given context for sexual intercourse. Hence, this is one way to avoid fornication. Or, there is a proper and improper way to view one"s wife. One is also being sexually immoral if they merely view their wife as an object to satisfy their sexual desires. I prefer the body view, because it seems to me that it harmonizes better with the context, yet in the end both views are basically inseparable. Marriage will stop a person from fornicating, unless they learn how to control themselves first, and a Christian man must first learn how to view his own body properly, and his own urges, before he can have the right perspective concerning his wife.

“In sanctification and honor”: “Purely and honourably” (TCNT). Stott notes, “The fact that marriage is the only God-given context for sexual intercourse does not mean that within marriage there is no need for restraint. We have all heard or read about, and some have experienced, the selfish sexual demands that are sometimes made by one married partner on the other, but marriage is not a form of legalized lust, it is possible for sexual partners in marriage to wrong or take advantage of each other. The fact is that there is a world of difference between lust and love, between dishonorable sexual practices that use the partner and true lovemaking which honors the partner, between the selfish desire to possess and the unselfish desire to love, cherish and respect. The Lord himself sees even the intimacies of the bedroom. He hates every kind of human exploitation” (pp. 85-86). Even though these passages may not be exactly teaching the above, the concept is right. It is wrong to treat another person as an object (Matthew 7:12; Matthew 22:39). It is wrong to turn even sex in marriage into something that is nothing more than pure selfish lust (1 Peter 3:7). 

“And honor”: Which seems to be saying that when one abstains from fornication, one is first of all treating oneself with respect. One is thus properly valuing the importance of one’s soul and body (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). Carefully note that God knows such can be done. “We shall not become a bundle of frustrations and inhibitions if we embrace God"s standard, but only if we rebel against it” (Stott p. 84). Morris notes, “The honor due to the body as such is one of the great contrasts which Christianity offers to the loftiest systems of heathen philosophy (e.g. Platonism and Stoicism)” (p. 124). Consider for a moment that when one treats God with respect in turn they are treating themselves with respect as well. Disregarding God leads to a disregarding of one’s best interests. Obedience leads to honor but sin only leads to shame.

Verse 5
1 Thessalonians 4:5 “not in the passion of lust, even as the Gentiles who know not God” 

“Not in the passion of lust”: “And not for the mere gratification of his passions” (TCNT). There is a passion that is healthy, but this passion is being fueled by pure lust. Lust is pure greed. The adulterer is not satisfied with one woman. This reveals that the real "root" cause of lust is selfishness. Hence, getting married, changing one"s environment and so on will fail to control lust, if the root cause is not faced and confronted. God knows that we can overcome lust. “The God-empowered man rules his body. He is not caught in the grip of lustful passions he is quite unable to control” (Morris p. 124). “Some men think that nothing can be done about sexual passions except to gratify them” (Fields p. 106). Again, such verses demonstrate that we are not inherently depraved or born with inherent evil desires, because Scripture is repeatedly exhorting mankind to flee, abstain, and depart from such things as lust (2 Timothy 2:22), and such a departure is even to reach down into our hearts (Matthew 5:28). Recently I heard someone argue, “Well, just because it is inborn, does not mean that you have to act upon it”. But, God requires more than that. God requires that we also abstain from it mentally and emotionally as well. 

“Even as the Gentiles who know not God”: “The heathen knew gods as licentious as they are themselves, but not God” (Robertson p. 29). Marshall notes, “Paul"s characterization of its typical (the Roman Empire) way of life was justified. It would be possible to offer a similar verdict on modern western civilization, as represented by its films, TV and novels, and as reflected in the statistics for marital breakdown” (p. 110). Engaging in fornication is living like an unbeliever and lowering oneself to the level of one who is ignorant of God. When we lose hold of God, when we abandon Him, we are in essence abandoning ourselves (Romans 1:18-28).

Verse 6
1 Thessalonians 4:6 “that no man transgress, and wrong his brother in the matter: because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as also we forewarned you and testified” 

“Transgress”: “You cannot break this rule without in some way cheating your fellow man” (Phi). “Often in LXX, mostly in the literal sense of overpassing limits” (Vincent p. 36). “The force of crossing a boundary--here of crossing a forbidden boundary, hence trespassing (sexually) on territory which is not one"s own” (Stott p. 85). “To overreach” (Morris p. 126). “And wrong”: To be covetous, i.e. (by implication) to over-reach: get an advantage, defraud, make a gain. Being a “consenting adult” does not make one immune from exploitation and sin. Morris rightly points out, “It reminds us that all sexual looseness represents an act of injustice to someone. Adultery is an obvious violation of the rights of another. But promiscuity before marriage represents the robbing of the other of that virginity which ought to be brought to a marriage” (p. 126). People often attack monogamous marriages, and point out the current divorce rate or the abuses that happen in marriage, and argue that such justifies the sinful alternative they have chosen. Yes, abuses happen in some marriages, yet remember this, in every living-together, homosexual or adulterous relationship someone is being exploited! The very fact that God labels all sexual activity outside of marriage as "fornication", which comes from the Greek word for prostitute, is clear evidence that all such relationships are not based on true love (1 Corinthians 13:4 ff), but rather upon selfishness, a love which is bought or sold, a love that views the other person as an object or possession, a love that is willing to sacrifice the soul of the other person, for their own momentary pleasure.

“No one can commit fornication without defrauding and wronging someone. It is a sin that always wrongs and hurts others, and not just ourselves. By it men wrong someone"s wife, or future wife, someone"s sister, someone"s marriage or future marriage” (p. 107).

“His brother”: Especially if such fornication involved a brother"s wife or daughter. “In the matter”: That is, in the matter being previously discussed, unlawful sexual activity. “The Lord is the avenger in all these things”: Compare with 1 Corinthians 6:9; Galatians 5:21; Ephesians 5:6; and Revelation 21:8. “Avenger”: carrying justice out, a punisher. “Regular term in the papyri for legal avenger” (Robertson p. 29). “We must not understand vengeance in the sense of the settling of private scores, but rather of the administration of an evenhanded justice” (Morris p. 127). “Heathen gods were often pictured as indulging in human vices. But the true God is the avenger of vices” (Fields p. 107). “While this concept must not be distorted into something like the petty, spiteful and often unjust revenge we see among human beings, neither must its content be softened into something like the impersonal natural consequences of one’s sins. Vengeance is an intensely personal act, coming from the heart and will of one who has experienced wrongdoing against himself. Thus God’s vengeance is something He deliberately and personally inflicts” (Cottrell, God the Redeemer, p. 290).

“As also we forewarned you and testified”: Compare with Galatians 5:21. Truth did not change for Paul. In this letter he taught them exactly the same moral commandments that he taught while with them. “Evidently when the apostles of Christ once spoke, their teaching was not to be modified later to suit someone"s pleasure and convenience” (Fields p. 107). Notice that Paul gave new converts what they needed, “Plain, frank, practical, authoritative, uninhibited just what new converts need, especially if they are exposed to pagan standards and pressures” (Stott p. 86). Here we see the relevance of the Bible, because on this point our modern society demonstrates that it cannot handle sex outside of marriage as more than the ancient world could, just look at the statistics concerning divorce, sexually transmitted diseases and pregnancy out of wedlock.

Verse 7
1 Thessalonians 4:7 “For God called us not for uncleanness, but in sanctification” 

“Not for uncleanness”: “God"s call to us does not permit an impure life, but demands purity” (TCNT). See 1 Peter 1:16; 1 Peter 2:11. Christianity does not give us the right to engage in immorality, and grace is not an excuse to sin (Romans 6:1). “In sanctification”: “In gives us rather the thought of atmosphere, of the settled condition in which He required them to live out their lives” (Morris p. 128). “Christian purity is a subject that cannot be overly taught!” (Denton Lectures p. 133). It is a topic is that often stressed in Scripture, Philippians 4:8; 1 Timothy 5:22; 1 John 3:3; 1 Peter 3:2; Titus 2:5; Matthew 5:8; 2 Corinthians 7:1; 1 Peter 1:6-9.

Verse 8
1 Thessalonians 4:8 “Therefore he that rejecteth, rejecteth not man, but God, who giveth His Holy Spirit unto you” 

“Rejecteth not man, but God”: Another clear claim to inspiration. The instruction and subject matter that were given in this letter were God"s commands (Luke 10:16). “Rejecteth”: The word here means to set aside, cast off, despise, or frustrate. “Note that it is in the voluntary power of a man to resist or accept truth. But it is not in man"s power to escape the consequences of that choice” (Fields p. 108). One cannot reject the Bible, without rejecting God (John 12:48). Neither can on separate a love for God from obedience to His commands (John 14:15). And one does not have to reject every verse in Scripture to reject God (1 Samuel 15:26). The rejection of any command is a rejection of God. “Who giveth His Holy Spirit unto you”: This congregation did possess spiritual gifts (5:19-20), gifts that they would have received through the laying on of Paul’s hands (Acts 8:18).

Love of the Brethren

“Something which should give modern Christians much food for thought is the way in which the early church was characterized by love. ‘Behold how these Christians love one another’ is hardly the comment which springs spontaneously to the lips of the detached observer nowadays” (Morris p. 129).

Verse 9
1 Thessalonians 4:9 “But concerning love of the brethren ye have no need that one write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another” 

“Love of the brethren”: (Romans 12:10; Hebrews 13:1; 1 Peter 1:22; 2 Peter 1:7). “For ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another”: Paul did not need to dwell on this subject or write a lengthy discourse, because he had already taught them, while with them. The phrase "taught of God" does not refer to some mysterious teaching, rather one is taught of God when they accept His inspired teaching (John 6:44-45 “And they shall all be taught of God. Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me”; Jeremiah 31:34; Matthew 28:19-20). What a privilege to be taught of God. When we read our Bibles we tend to forget that we are sitting at the feet of the Creator, we are listening to the Master Teacher, and we are in God"s University (Jeremiah 9:23-24). Notice the contrast here: Lust and Love. The selfish exploitation of others and brotherly love. The "love" that the world is fascinated with, and the "real love" practiced by the Christian (John 13:34). This verse should remind us of something. Concerning many subjects, the first priority is not additional instruction rather we just need to apply and practice what we already know.

Verse 10
1 Thessalonians 4:10 “for indeed ye do it toward all the brethren that are in all Macedonia. But we exhort you, brethren, that ye abound more and more” 

“For indeed ye do it”: Credit where credit is due. God is not unfair or unreasonable. People, even new converts can apply His teachings (1 John 5:3). “All the brethren that are in all Macedonia”: This would include the brethren in Philippi and Berea. “All their fellow believers have been objects of their affectionate regard or recipients of their loving help” (Erdman p. 56). “Since Thessalonica was an important commercial centre and port, it is very likely that Christians from other towns in Macedonia would visit it. They would be glad of hospitality from the local Christians (Hebrews 13:1-2; 1 Peter 4:9), since in the ancient world it was difficult for travelers to get decent accommodations except from friends” (Marshall p. 115). “But we exhort you---abound more and more”: “We urge you to still further efforts” (TCNT). “Christians must never be weary in well doing. To sit back satisfied with what one has done is to sound the knell of effective Christian service” (Morris p. 131). Christianity is the abounding life (1 Corinthians 15:58). It is the life of how much I can do for God, or what else can I do? We need to "abound" because things will always happen or come up which will "test" our love for one another (Ephesians 4:31-32; Colossians 3:13).

Concerning Work

Stott notes, “Paul moves on in this section from chastity to charity, from control of sex to the importance of work. It seems clear that there was a group in the Thessalonian church who needed a very different kind of instruction and exhortation” (p. 87). “This is the first indication that we have had in this Epistle that there were some who were to so excited by all the wonderful things in the Christian faith that they were not bothering to earn their living” (Morris p. 132). Most feel that this neglect of working was due to speculations about the Second Coming. Stott notes, “But why had some Thessalonian Christians abandoned their jobs? Several suggestions have been made. Some think there was a scarcity of work in the city. But Paul implies that the idle are unwilling, not unable, to work (2 Thessalonians 3:10). Others believe that they had adopted either the Greek disdain for manual crafts or the super-spiritual idea that Christians ought to be preaching, not laboring. It seems probable that some had misunderstood Paul"s teaching about the Parousia (Second Coming) and had stopped working in the mistaken belief that it was imminent” (p. 88).

Hendriksen observes, “Although there is nothing here that proves a connection between conditions in the church and excitement about Christ"s expected return, such a connection is, nevertheless, probable. See on 2 Thessalonians 2:1-2. Note also that here in 1 Thessalonians 4:1-18 the three admonitions are immediately followed by instruction with reference to the second coming” (p. 105).

Verse 11
1 Thessalonians 4:11 “and that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your hands, even as we charged you” 

“Study”: To be fond of honor, that is, emulous (eager or earnest to do something): to labor, strive, study. “Endeavour to live quietly” (Mof). “To be ambitious, to aspire, to strive” (Hendriksen p. 105). “Quiet”: "Seek strenuously to be still. It denotes tranquility of life. Paul is very anxious to recall them to a balanced outlook. If the Lord were coming soon, then the best way for them to be found was doing their ordinary work” (Morris p. 133). “The idleness of the Thessalonians was apparently accompanied by a feverish excitement” (Stott p. 89-90). Barclay notes, “The best way in which Jesus Christ could come upon them was that He should find them quietly, efficiently and diligently doing their daily job. It is not hysterical and useless waiting but quiet and useful work” (p. 233). “Do your own business”: Evidently some will not accept this instruction (2 Thessalonians 3:11). “To have the habit of attending to their own affairs. It is amazing how much wisdom people have about other people"s affairs and so little interest in their own” (Robertson p. 30). “To work with your hands”: “The Greeks were a restless people, often given to intermeddling in the business of other people” (Fields pp. 110-111). “Fanatics, busybodies, and loafers, nearly every church has them! Often one and the same person is all three” (Hendriksen p. 105). “It was the Greeks who despised manual work as degrading to free men and fit only for slaves. Christianity came into direct collision with this view. Paul the tentmaker reinforced the example of Jesus the carpenter and gave dignity to all honest human labor (2 Thessalonians 3:8-10; Ephesians 4:28)” (Stott p. 90).

Notice how this section follows the section on brotherly love. “It is an expression of love to support others who are in need, but it is also an expression of love to support ourselves” (Stott p. 90). Stott also notes that these "non-workers", are called "disorderly" (2 Thessalonians 3:6). “In classical Greek this word was applied to an army in disarray, and to undisciplined soldiers who either broke rank instead of marching properly or were insubordinate. He also pointed out that the same Greek word is found in Egyptian papyri, with the meaning to "play truant" (p. 87). 

Verse 12
1 Thessalonians 4:12 “that ye may walk becomingly toward them that are without, and may have need of nothing” 

“Walk becomingly”: “Walk reputably” (Rhm). “Your conduct may win respect” (TCNT). “Live influentially” (Wms). “The believer must always bear in mind the impact of his line of conduct on those who are without faith” (Morris p. 134). “Toward them that are without”: That is, non-Christians (Colossians 4:5-6). “When we Christians prove that our Christianity makes us better workmen, truer friends, kinder men and women, then and only then are we really preaching” (Barclay p. 234). “Christians will never please everybody, but at least they can avoid bringing themselves into disrepute by failing to live up to the accepted standards of the society in which they live. Paul concludes, Christians must aim not to be dependent on anybody, especially those outside the church who will take a poor view of them if their religion makes them a public nuisance and burden” (Marshall p. 117). “His argument is that to work for one"s own living is a mark of love, because then we do not need to depend on the support of fellow Christians, while deliberately to give up work is a breach of love because then we become parasites” (Stott p. 88). Idle people who live off the goodness and generosity of others are not living in love

Closing Comments

Stott concludes this section by saying, “The first is the call to unselfishness. Similarly we are to develop a spiritual sensitivity towards God, through His Word until in every dilemma it becomes safe and practical to ask ourselves, ‘Would it please Him?’ On the other hand, love for others leads us to serve them. Whatever we wish others would do for us, we shall want to do to them. It is a wonderfully, liberating experience when the desire to please God overtakes the desire to please ourselves, and when love for others displaces self-love. True freedom is not freedom from responsibility to God and others in order to live for ourselves, but freedom from ourselves in order to live for God and others. Christian complacency is a particularly horrid condition. We have constantly to be on our guard against vanity and apathy. In this life we never finally arrive (Philippians 3:14)” (p. 91).

First Thessalonians

Verse 13
1 Thessalonians 4:13 “But we would not have you ignorant, brethren, concerning them that fall asleep; that ye sorrow not, even as the rest, who have no hope” 

“We would not have you ignorant”: A common expression that Paul uses (Romans 1:13; Romans 11:25; 1 Corinthians 10:1; 1 Corinthians 12:1; 2 Corinthians 1:8). Paul wrote so Christians would not remain in ignorance, therefore the letters that compose the Bible must be understandable and within the comprehension of the average person. In addition, God never fears the possibility that His word might fall into too many hands. God wants Christians and all people to have access to His revelation (1 Timothy 4:13; Colossians 4:16; 1 Timothy 2:4). “Concerning them that fall asleep”: That is, Christians who have died. Death is spoken as a "sleep". Unfortunately some have taken this is mean that the dead are unconscious, yet such is not the case (Luke 16:19 ff; Luke 23:43). Stott notes concerning Paul"s statement in Philippians 1:21-23, “And Paul, in contrasting this world and the next, wrote that for him life meant ‘Christ’ and death meant ‘gain’. He could hardly regard death as ‘gain’, however, still less as ‘better by far’, unless he believed that it would bring him a closer, richer, fuller experience of Christ than he was already enjoying on earth” (p. 96). Death is spoken as a sleep because the stillness of the body resembles sleep, death is a rest from frustrating labor (Revelation 14:13), and death like sleep is only temporary, both are followed by an awakening.

I have always been somewhat intrigued by the various groups who believe that death means a cessation of existence. In fact the same groups believe that hell is the same thing, only an eternal cessation. Yet this is the same theology that is basically held by atheists and humanists, they also believe that one ceases to exist at death. Something has to be wrong, when a professed "believers" hell is equivalent to the atheists "heaven"!

“That ye sorrow not”: Paul is not forbidding sorrow rather he is teaching that a certain kind of sorrow is not appropriate in reference to the death of a Christian. “Even as the rest, who have no hope”: “That you may not grieve as others do who have no hope” (RSV). Death is the point of no return. At death ones fate is sealed (Luke 16:19 ff). People who die outside of Jesus Christ have no hope. This definitely drives a stake through the heart of the Mormon teaching that one can be baptized for dead relatives (yours or otherwise), and the Jehovah Witness teaching that all unbelievers will get a second chance to obey the gospel at the Judgment. Or, the doctrine that God will just end up saving everybody, and the teaching that God is so loving that He will not allow any to end up lost. Stott notes, “Mourning is natural, even for a while emotionally necessary. If Jesus wept at the graveside of his beloved friend Lazarus, His disciples are surely at liberty to do the same. What Paul prohibits is not grief but hopeless grief” (p. 94). This should inform us that even in our sorrow, we can cross the line. Our sorrow should not lead us to despair or a state of feeling hopeless, and especially in our sorrow we are never allowed to question or criticize God.

Various writers point out that the tombs from the time tell us the hopelessness that the ancient world felt in face of death: “Some of the pagan epitaphs say things like these: ‘Live for the present hour, since we are sure of nothing else’. ‘I lift my hands against the gods who took me away at the age of twenty though I had done no harm’. ‘Traveler, curse me not as you pass, for I am in darkness and cannot answer’” (Fields p. 112). Years ago I encountered an article which listed the various dying words of renown atheists: Hobbs: "I say again, if I had the whole world at my disposal, I would give it to live one day. I am about to take a leap into the dark". Ingersoll: "O God, if there be a God, save my soul, if I have a soul, from hell, if there be a hell." Caesar Borgia: "While I lived, I provided for everything but death; now I must die and am unprovided to die”. Fields notes, “It has been well suggested that Christians should mourn for those who are living in sin, and not for the dead who are in the Lord” (p. 113). Carefully note that true hopes and false hopes exist. Various people in the ancient world, believed in an afterlife, but "hope" is not merely a desire, hope is a confident and expectant desire. Unbelievers may have "wished" for a better life but God said, they died in a hopeless condition. Vincent noted, “The speculations and surmisings of pagan philosophy do not amount to a hope” (p. 40).

Morris notes, “When Paul counsels the Thessalonians not to sorrow as the pagans do he is not urging them to endure with a deep Stoic calm the buffetings of fortune which they cannot avoid. Nor is he counseling a callous indifference. Rather, he is rejoicing in the complete victory which Christ has won. Those who have died have simply fallen asleep in Christ. Clearly in the face of this prospect there is no reason for despair” (p. 138).

Verse 14
1 Thessalonians 4:14 “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also that are fallen asleep in Jesus will God bring with Him” 

“For”: Such ignorance and hopeless is inexcusable, for” (Hendriksen p. 111). “If we believe that Jesus died and arose again”: This is the fundamental and foundational stone of Christianity (1 Corinthians ; 17-19). The "if" in the sentence does not express any doubt, rather Paul is saying that such hopeless despair is completely incompatible with the person who believes in the death and resurrection of Jesus. Stott notes, “If God did not abandon Jesus to death, He will not abandon the Christian dead either” (p. 98). Because His resurrection is the proof and promise of our and the resurrection of every believer (1 Corinthians 15:23).

The resurrection of Jesus is not that hard to prove and neither is it difficult to believe in: The witnesses were credible men, who gained very little materially from preaching such a message (2 Corinthians 6:4 ff). Jesus definitely did die on the cross. Hence there is no room for any kind of "swoon theory" (Mark 15:44-45). The disciples did not see a vision or convince themselves that He had been raised, because hallucinations do not move bodies (Luke 24:36-39). The Jewish and Roman authorities had every incentive to keep the body in the tomb (Matthew 27:62-66). Nobody could have stolen the body, for the tomb was securely guarded. Where is the great and wise Jewish objection or argument against the resurrection? All we find is a poor excuse that would not even hold up in small claims court (Matthew 28:11-15). The very fact that people today try to explain away "what happened to the body" is proof that everyone, believer or unbeliever, Christian or skeptic, disciple and atheist all believe that on the third day the tomb that Jesus was placed in, was empty!

“Even so”: The Christian dead will be raised just as Jesus was raised. “If this is what we believe about Jesus, this is what follows from it” (Marshall p. 123). “Them also that are fallen asleep”: Deceased Christians. “In Jesus”: Lit., through or by means of Jesus. It is "in" or "through" Jesus that one is delivered from the terror of death (Hebrews 2:14-16; Revelation 1:17-18). To fall asleep in Jesus is to die "in the Lord" (Revelation 14:13). It is also through or by means of Jesus, that our souls will be reunited with our glorified bodies (John 5:28-29; John 6:44 “and I will raise him up on the last day”).

Morris observes, “In this context we are reminded of the historical facts of the death and resurrection. These things really happened. The Christian confidence is not the result of some philosophical speculation, nor the elaboration of a religious myth. Rather, it rests on a sure historical foundation” (pp. 140,138).

“Will God bring with Him”: The same God who raised Jesus (Romans 4:24; Romans 8:11; Romans 10:9; 1 Thessalonians 1:10), will also raise all the Christian dead. I think some writers might be on the right track when they point out that Paul is saying something more here, than just the fact that deceased Christians will be raised. The phrase "bring with Him", may mean nothing more than the fact that the bodies of deceased Christians will not be left behind, but it may mean more. The real concern of the Thessalonians may have been, no so much the resurrection of their deceased friends, but whether or not deceased Christians would "miss out" on the glorious events at the Second Coming. Paul may be saying, that all the deceased faithful, will be present when Jesus comes, that is Hades will be immediately emptied out, and the deceased will be reunited with their resurrected and glorified bodies in the same realm and time that the living are changed and everyone, living or deceased will share in this great day. This would mean that when Jesus comes, we often forget that all the departed faithful will be coming with Him, to be reunited with their resurrected bodies (4:17). This section of Scripture offers absolutely no support for the modern Premillennial idea of a rapture, that is, a silent and secret coming of Christ for Christians only, because the “coming” mentioned in this chapter is loud (4:16); final (4:17); is at the exact same time that Jesus comes to punish the wicked (5:1-3); thus it is not merely for the living Christians (4:14).

Verse 15
1 Thessalonians 4:15 “For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we that are alive, that are left unto the coming of the Lord, shall in no wise precede them that are fallen asleep” 

“By the word of the Lord”: “We do not say this on our own authority” (Vincent p. 40). Paul is claiming direct revelation (Galatians 1:12; Galatians 2:2; Ephesians 3:3). This same expression is often used to describe God"s messages to His prophets (Micah 1:1; Hosea 1:1; Jeremiah 1:2; Luke 3:2). “If we had only Paul"s hopes or opinions as support for our hope it would not be very solid assurance. Since the Lord Himself informed Paul about this matter, we place our total reliance upon it” (Fields p. 115). Sometimes people ridicule Christians for placing their complete trust in the Scriptures, as if Christians are the only ones who place their confidence in something. The bottom line is that Christians place their trust in the word of God, everyone else places their trust ultimately in the words of men, either their own and the words of others. Now, who looks foolish?

“That we that are alive”: Christians will be alive on the face of the earth when Jesus does come. Evil will never be able to destroy the church (Matthew 13:36-43).

Unfortunately, even some Christians have taught that Paul believed that Jesus was going to come within his own lifetime, because he says, "we" that are alive. How quickly people forget that in this very same context Paul says he does not know when Jesus will come (). In other passages he places himself among those that will be raised (1 Corinthians 6:14; 2 Corinthians 4:14). Actually Paul is simply using the same type of language we would use today. "We" may be among those alive when Jesus comes or "we" may be dead. Stott notes, “Now the call for watchfulness does not necessarily mean that the Parousia will come in our life-time, but only that it may” (p. 101).

“Unto the coming of the Lord”: The word “coming” “became the official term for a visit of a person of high rank, especially of kings and emperors visiting a province. Thus the coming of Jesus will be a revelation of God and a personal, powerful visitation by Jesus, the King” (Stott p. 97). Some religious groups have tried to make the second coming into something impersonal, that is, like a coming of a better world. Yet Jesus is personally coming back! (Acts 1:11) “Shall in no wise precede them that are fallen asleep”: The word “precede” means to “prevent in the older sense of anticipate, be beforehand. The living shall not share the blessings of the advent sooner than the dead in Christ” (Vincent p. 41). “The word ‘prevent’ now means to hinder or restrain. But in 1611 when the King James version was translated, it meant to ‘go before’ or ‘come before’. It is from the Latin word praevenio, meaning ‘to come before, to get the start of’” (Fields p. 116). Thus Paul is saying, that those who have fallen asleep will not in any sense miss out on the events of the last day. They will not even be a second or two late in arriving. The living will not get a head start on them.

As we move into the next verse, Morris makes a very good observation: “This verse () makes us reflect on the very little that the New Testament has to say about the manner of the Parousia. Nowhere else have we as full a description of what is to happen as here. The point of it all is that the Scriptures are intensely practical in this matter. There are things that our curiosity would like to know, but the Bible is not there to gratify our curiosity. Rather, it is to help our Christian lives, and for that the important thing is that we should be ready whenever the Lord comes” (p. 142).

Verse 16
1 Thessalonians 4:16 and Revelation 20:5
Premillennialists try to connect these two sections of Scripture, especially keying in on the word "first" in 1 Thessalonians 4:16 and linking that with the "first resurrection" in Revelation 20:5 :

· Revelation 20:1-15 is obviously figurative, because when has anyone on earth visibly seen the events described in 20:1-3? See also 1:1.

· Those resurrected in Revelation 20:5, are specifically singled out as those who had been beheaded (20:4). This is not a resurrection of all Christians, and neither is it a coming for Christians only.

· In Revelation 20:1-15, there is a 1000-year separation between resurrections, yet nobody that I know of teaches that "first" all the Christian martyrs will be raised and then 1000 years later, the other Christians. 

· The word "first" in 1 Thessalonians 4:16 does not mean the "first resurrection", because the Bible only views one resurrection (John 5:28-29); happening at the “last day”, not almost the last day, and not 1000 years from the last day (John 6:44). Instead the Christian dead are the first group raised in a grand event in which all the dead will be raised and all the living changed (4:17; 5:1-3).

· Consider the parable of the Tares (Matthew 13:40-42). The tares and the wheat are separated at the same time.

· 

Verse 17
1 Thessalonians 4:17 “then we that are alive, that are left, shall together with them be caught up in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord”

“Then we that are alive”: The devil will not be able to destroy the church, there will be faithful Christians on the earth when Jesus returns. “Shall together with them”: With the righteous dead. “Be caught up”: To seize, catch up or away. “Caught up means to ‘to seize, carry off, snatch out or away’. It is the same word used in Acts 8:39 to describe how the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip after he baptized the Ethiopian” (Fields p. 119). “The suddenness, the swiftness, and the divine character of the power which is operative (1 Corinthians 15:52)” (Hendriksen pp. 118-119). “There is often the notion of a sudden swoop, and usually that of a force which cannot be resisted” (Morris p. 145). The expression "caught up" is where people get the idea of a "rapture". Yet according to these verses this event is not secret nor is it silent (4:16). It does not happen seven, one thousand or 1007 years before punishment comes upon the wicked (5:1-3). 

“In the clouds”: Notice that this reunion takes place in the clouds, and not upon the earth. Jesus is not coming back to set up an earthly kingdom, rather He is coming to deliver up the kingdom of God (1 Corinthians 15:24).

Also note that nothing in this section, dealing with the Second Coming mentions those things which Premillennialists are always taking about, such as the great tribulation, nuclear war, Russia, Israel, "signs", and so on. If popular Premillennial writers are right, then it sure appears like they have a better "inside" line to the secrets of God, than the Apostle Paul did. Because compared to what such men write (if they are right), Paul had a very poor and weak line of communication with God, and a very limited imagination.

“To meet the Lord”: The word "meet" is used of commonplace meetings, but it also can refer to "the formal reception of a newly arriving magistrate. It implies welcome of a great person on his arrival. It may well be that there is a touch of the formal here, with the thought of a royal reception. They were being presented to the King” (Morris p. 146). “And so shall we ever be with the Lord”: “This means that between Jesus Christ and the man who loves Him there is a relationship which nothing can break. It is a relationship independent of time” (Barclay p. 236). See John 17:24; Revelation 21:3; Revelation 22:3.

Verse 18
1 Thessalonians 4:18 “Wherefore comfort one another with these words” 

“Comfort”: To call near, invite, invoke (by imploration, exhortation or consolation). “One another”: The responsibility is mutual. “With these words”: Hence something is wrong when people say, “I read the Bible, but I could not find any help or encouragement in what it says”, or “I did read the Bible but it did not do anything for me”. Let"s resist the temptation to alter the message, just because something is wrong with the hearer! The person who views what Paul wrote as the word of God, will find encouragement and comfort, because "these words" settle the matter for that person. “It is interesting that he does not urge them simply to faint not. These tidings, he thinks, should impel them to be active in seeking one another out and strengthening one another. And well they might, for it is an inspiring thought that death makes no difference to our relationship to the Lord. The thought gives meaning to existence, and suggests the certainty of ultimate triumph. He (Paul) is not suggesting that he has made a guess, which he believes to be a good one, and of which they may care to make good use. He speaks ‘by the word of the Lord’. It is not one Paul"s guesses or our own that our strength rests. It is on what God has revealed” (Morris pp. 147-148).

One more time as we close this section, be impressed with the restraint with which Paul writes about the greatest event yet to come in human history. Contrast his words with the multitude of theories that exist concerning the "last day". I think I will accept Paul"s view, because he spoke God"s word!

05 Chapter 5 

Introduction
Outline:

I. The Second Coming continued: 

A. Knowing the date is not the key to being prepared: 

B. Christians can be prepared: 

II. Practical Exhortations: 

A. Respect and appreciation for the elders: 

B. Pursue those who need help: 

C. Overcome evil with good: 

D. Be joyful and grateful: 

E. Heed inspired words: 

F. Do not be gullible: 

III. Final Exhortations: 

I think that Stott makes an insightful observation when he observes, “It is evident that the Thessalonians were worried about their friends who had died, and whether they would suffer any disadvantages at the Parousia; and they were worried about themselves, and whether they were ready to stand before Christ at His coming. Both are modern anxieties too. The Thessalonians were asking Paul about times and dates. Not, it seems, out of idle curiosity, but rather for a very practical reason: they wanted to make suitable preparations. They thought they could most easily get ready for Christ"s coming in judgment if they could know when He would arrive. Paul responds, however, that the solution to their problem does not lie in knowing the date” (pp. 107,108).

Verse 1
1 Thessalonians 5:1 “But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that aught be written unto you” 

“But concerning”: Suggesting that Paul might be responding to a question that they had either sent him via Timothy or that was being hotly debated among some of them. “Times”: The set or proper time. “Seasons”: “Time measured by duration” (Vincent p. 43). “Karios (above) a definite space of time, "chronos" (here) an extended period” (Robertson p. 34). “As for times and dates” (Wey). “The combination of the two is a way of bringing before the mind both the duration of the time that must elapse before the coming of the Lord, and also the nature of the events that will characterize the end time” (Morris p. 150). “Chronological periods--significant moments”. Thus Paul is saying, “In reference to the exact time of the Lord"s return and even the more general period in which He will come, there is no revelation from God”. “The periods of time and the exact character of the epochs to intervene before the return of Christ” (Erdman p. 62). Thus Paul is saying that not only is the exact day kept secret, but God has not even given us the week, year, decade or century in which His Son will return. Thus people who set more general dates for the Lord"s return (such as, probably before the end of this century, within a generation, somewhere around) are just as wrong as those people who set specific dates.

“Ye have no need that aught be written unto you”: “That anything be written to you” (Mon). God does not even give us a hint. This means that the New Testament does not contain some mysterious code for the Second Coming. Notice carefully what Paul said. Nothing would be "written" concerning the date. That means, that nothing would even be written in figurative language as well. Nothing written period. From this statement some conclusions are demanded: Nothing has been previously written to this letter. Therefore, Matthew 24:1-34, is not talking about the signs that will point us toward the date for Christ"s return, rather the signs for Christians to flee from the destruction that Jerusalem experienced, and which it did in A.D. 70. Nothing would be revealed later. Therefore the Book of Revelation is not a code book about what will happen right before the end.

Fields notes that “God changes the times and seasons, Daniel 2:21” (p. 129). In addition, in relation to His physical judgments, God has changed His mind concerning "when" (Jonah 3:10; Jeremiah 18:1 ff). I guess we usually assume that a definite, fixed date has been set for this event, from long ago. Could it be that other factors (2 Peter 3:9) might make the date somewhat flexible?

Verse 2
1 Thessalonians 5:2 “For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night” 

“For yourselves know”: They already knew the answer to their own question, and they knew it, because Paul had previously taught them about the subject, while with them. “Perfectly”: “Exactly”. Paul knows that he had taught them well. They could not plea ignorance or lack of clarity on this issue. Hendriksen notes, “Sometimes men wonder about facts which, deep down in their hearts, they really know accurately!” (p. 122). “The day of the Lord”:

Premillennialists try to separate the "day of the Lord" from the events previously mentioned in . They claim that the "day of the Lord" comes some seven years after 4:16-17. Yet the reader can see that Paul has not started a new topic in this chapter, for the first verse begins with, “Now as to the times and the epochs” (NASV), the times for what? Obviously, what has been previously mentioned in the last chapter, the Second Coming. In other passages the "day of the Lord" is viewed as the time when Christians are rewarded and not merely a time when destruction comes upon the wicked (Philippians 1:6; Philippians 1:10; Philippians 2:16; 1 Corinthians 1:8). This same expression is used in referring to the final destruction of the physical universe (2 Peter 3:10; 2 Peter 3:12), yet some Premillennial views have that day being 1000 years from the "day of the Lord" mentioned in 1 Thessalonians 5:2! Fields is right when he notes, “If one did not have a certain theory about what will happen when Christ returns, he would never from this Scripture itself (4:13-5:11) get the idea that two different events were being described” (p. 130).

Thus in the Scriptures we find that the "day of the Lord" will include: 

· The resurrection of all in the grave (John 5:28-29).

· The transformation of all living Christians (1 Thessalonians 4:17; 1 Corinthians 15:52).

· The complete removal of the physical heavens and earth (2 Peter 3:10).

· The judgment of all who have lived (Matthew 25:31 ff).

· A day that will be viewed as the "last" day (John 6:39).

· 

“So cometh”: “Will come” (NASV) (2 Peter 3:10). Whatever time lapses between now and that day, should never be viewed as lack of determination or inability on the part of God, rather it should be viewed as God"s merciful patience in giving sinners the chance to repent (2 Peter 3:9).

“As a thief in the night”: (2 Peter 3:10). Fields makes an excellent point when he notes, “It is difficult to imagine how the day of the Lord could come as a thief if only seven years before that day all the saints had been taken out of the earth and a period of great tribulation had followed” (p. 131). This point should not be overlooked, for if the Premillennialists are right, then seven years separates the events of 4:13-18, from 5:1-3. Now everyone on the earth would know when all Christians are removed. Therefore anyone wishing to read the material left behind by the popular Premillennial writers, would know exactly when the Lord would return. Thus Premillennialism is found guilty of setting a precise date about when the “day of the Lord will come”. And they cannot argue, “But we haven"t set a date for the rapture, because by their own admission they claim that 1 Thessalonians 5:1 does not apply to the rapture, but an event exactly seven years down the road! 

The coming of Jesus is likened to that of a thief. Stott notes, “The trouble with burglars is that they do not tell us when they are coming. It is not their habit to send a warning postcard. The same unexpectedness will characterize the day of the Lord’ (p. 109). Hendriksen notes, “He does not send a warning letter to this effect, ‘Tomorrow, at such and such a time, I"ll pay you a visit. Be sure to hide all your valuables’” (p. 122). Carefully note that Jesus is not likened to a thief in this passage, rather His coming will be unexpected as that of a thief. The phrase "in the night", does not mean that Jesus will necessarily come "when it is night" (I think many make this assumption). "In the night" is an expression that completes the imagery of the thief. If Jesus came at noon on a sunny day, that would surprise people just as much as during any evening or early morning hour.

Verse 3
1 Thessalonians 5:3 “When they are saying, Peace and safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall in no wise escape” 

“When”: Which connects with everything that has proceeded, all the way back to 4:13. "When" Jesus comes and Christians are raised and changed (4:16-17), the unbelievers will have been saying "peace and safety", therefore we do not have two or three comings of Jesus involving different groups of people. Instead one coming in which both the righteous and the wicked are involved (John 5:28-29; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9). “They are saying”: The unbelievers are saying this in the time period before Jesus arrives. “Peace and safety”: “All is quiet and safe” (TCNT). “Present active” (Robertson p. 34). “Safety”: A word that means security, certainty and safety. “It is an unusual word with a basic meaning like ‘that cannot be shaken’” (Morris p. 153). “They will be rejoicing in a fancied security right up to the very moment of the disaster. Moffatt brings this out by rendering, ‘when all"s well" and "all is safe" are on the lips of men” (Morris p. 153).

Various contributing factors to this false security are noted in the Scriptures: Religious teachers who tell people that they do not have to worry (Jeremiah 6:14). The passage of time (2 Peter 3:8-9). A materialistic view of life, that is, nothing supernatural has ever happened on this planet (2 Peter 3:4). Preoccupation with the physical things of life (Matthew 24:37-39). The same people who just never seem to have the "time" to serve God are the same people who will not be prepared when Jesus does come. Consider that a supposed coming of Jesus following 7 years of all out world war (the great tribulation) does not fit this context for the people on this planet are saying, "peace and safety" right before Jesus comes! 

“Then sudden destruction cometh upon them”: “Destruction shall come upon them in a moment” (Con). Groups like the Jehovah Witnesses are always trying to get the idea of annihilation into the word "destruction", that is, hell for the wicked is complete annihilation, yet the same groups also believe that one ceases to exist at death. So what can God do to a person that man cannot? If someone kills you, then they have completely ended your existence (according to their doctrine) (Matthew 10:28), seeing that death and hell are both non-existence. “As travail”: A pang or throe, especially of childbirth. “As birth pangs of a pregnant woman” (Phi). “And they shall in no wise escape”: “When the time has come, what is in the womb must come forth. The travail cannot be avoided. It will be completely impossible for men to escape, and Paul does not leave this to be inferred, but states it categorically. It still needs emphasis that there are no other alternatives than life with the Lord or eternal loss. One or the other is inevitable” (Morris p. 154). “So, putting the two metaphors together, we may say that Christ"s coming will be (1) sudden and unexpected and (2) sudden and unavoidable. In the first case there will be no warning, and in the second no escape” (Stott p. 109). Obviously then, everyone will not be right with God when Jesus comes, therefore the idea that God will end up saving everyone is false (Matthew 7:13-14; Matthew 21:1-46; Matthew 22:1-46; Matthew 23:1-39).

Verse 4
1 Thessalonians 5:4 “But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief” 

“But yet”: In contrast to the unbelievers. “Are not in darkness”: The Christian is no longer in spiritual darkness and separated from God (Colossians 1:12-14; Acts 26:18; Ephesians 5:8). In addition, we have the light of God"s word, so that we are not in ignorance either (Psalms 119:105). We are right with God and we know Jesus could come at any time. Hence there is no good reason why Christ"s appearing should catch up unprepared. “That day”: The same day mentioned in 5:3. Again, the Premillennial viewpoint is failing to fit these clear passages. If all Christians have been removed from the earth prior to 1 Thessalonians 5:3, then how could "that day" find these Christians or any Christians unprepared? According to the Premillennial theory, all Christians have been removed from this world prior to the Lord coming in judgment upon the unbelievers.

It is clear that Paul believes that the events of happen at the same time as the events of 5:1-3, seeing that Paul still has Christians on this earth when the Lord comes to judge and condemn the unrighteous.

“Overtake”: To take eagerly, seize, possess, thus overtake. “As a thief”: “Unpredictable events have different effects on those who are unprepared for them and those who are ready for them” (Marshall p. 136). Stott notes, “The apostle explains that there is no need for us to be alarmed by the prospect of the Lord"s coming, because there is no need for it to take us by surprise. Christ"s coming is definitely going to be unexpected. The solution to our problem lies not in knowing when He will come, but in staying awake and alert” (p. 110). The point that Paul will be making is that if we live in the "light", we are always prepared, but if we live in the "darkness" we will be always unprepared.

Verse 5
1 Thessalonians 5:5 “for ye are all sons of light, and sons of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness” 

“For”: The reason why it should not "overtake" us. “All”: The same level of morality is demanded of all believers. “Sons of light”: “In the Semitic languages generally to be a ‘son’ of something means to be characterized by that thing” (Morris p. 156). See Ephesians 5:8; Luke 16:8). Christians need to be characterized by a life that walks in the light of God"s truth (John 3:20-21; Romans 13:12), and one that refuses to participate in the unfruitful works of darkness (Ephesians 5:11). “Sons of the day”: The same as "sons of light", and in contrast to unbelievers who are said to be of the night and of darkness. Carefully note that Paul only saw two groups in the world, the saved and the unsaved. Stott notes, “In other words, if we belong to the day our behavior must be daytime behavior. Let"s not sleep or even yawn our way through life, or live in our pajamas. Let"s stay awake and alert” (p. 112).

Verse 6
1 Thessalonians 5:6 “so then let us not sleep, as do the rest, but let us watch and be sober” 

“So then”: Since we live in the light (John 8:12). “Let us not sleep”: “Sleep in a figurative or spiritual and moral sense. "Asleep about spiritual things (Romans 13:11)’” (Fields p. 134). This “means to live as if there will never be a judgment day. Spiritual and moral laxity is indicated” (Hendriksen p. 125). Compare with Matthew 24:42-44; Matthew 25:13.

“As do the rest”: The same is true to this day. Many in our society seem to have very little interest in spiritual things. They are too busy to investigate and read the Scriptures, and neither are they spiritually sensitive. They just go through life living on a very superficial level (Matthew 6:32). “Let us watch”: To keep awake, to be vigilant and wakeful. This does not mean that we should always be looking at the sky--to see if Jesus is coming, rather this "watchfulness" includes being watchful and vigilant concerning our own spirituality (1 Corinthians 16:13-14), nipping problems in the bud and repenting when we sin. Using the opportunities that we have to teach others (Colossians 4:5). Alert and on guard against the Devil"s temptations (1 Peter 5:8; Acts 20:31), and alert to the needs of other Christians (Galatians 6:1-2).

“Be sober”: To be discreet and watchful. Hendriksen notes, “The ‘sober’ person lives deeply. His pleasures are not primarily those of the senses, like the pleasures of the drunkard for instance, but those of the soul” (p. 125). In contrast to those who had quit working because they were all excited about the Lord"s return, the Christian must keep their head on straight. Sober does not mean "stoic", but neither does it mean "out of control". I must remain calm, steady and sane (1 Peter 5:8; 2 Timothy 4:5). This is “an exhortation to temperateness and balance. ‘A state untouched by any slumberous or beclouding influences’ (Thayer)” (Morris p. 157). “Calm, collected, circumspect” (Vincent p. 46). Christians must keep their composure. Being a Christian is fantastic and the thought of Jesus coming again is awesome. Yet we can never allow ourselves to become blind to the harsh realities of life: We can fall (1 Corinthians 10:12). We will be tempted (10:13). Others will need our help (Galatians 6:1-2). The vast majority of the world still remains lost (Matthew 7:13-14). False teachers abound (1 John 4:1). We can never allow ourselves to think that we have "made it" (Philippians 3:12), and that all we have to do is sit back and wait.

Verse 7
1 Thessalonians 5:7 “For they that sleep, sleep in the night: and they that are drunken are drunken in the night” 

“They that sleep”: The unbelievers. “Night is the sleeper"s time for sleeping, the drunkard"s time for drinking” (Knox). Paul"s point in this verse may be that, “In contrast with this rightful attitude (), men of the world are spending the night in two ways. Either they are asleep, utterly indifferent to the coming judgment, or they are indulging in drunken revelry, excited and interested indeed, but absorbed in what is base and unworthy” (Erdman p. 64). Paul is not saying that sleeping at night is wrong, rather the "darkness”, “night" (spiritual darkness) is the wrong place for the Christian, for people in spiritual darkness are either indifferent to spiritual things or they are engaging in immoral activity.

Carefully note that not only will God condemn the immoral person (the drunkard, fornicator, and so on, Galatians 5:21), but God will also condemn the person who just did not care (2 Thessalonians 1:8; Revelation 3:16).

Verse 8
1 Thessalonians 5:8 “But let us, since we are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for a helmet, the hope of salvation” 

“But”: In contrast to the indifference and immorality found among the unbelieving. “Let us”: We can do this. This is a matter of complete freewill. “Since we are of the day”: Hence a certain lifestyle is demanded. “Be sober”: Vigilant and not apathetic, self-controlled and not involved in immorality. No room here for spiritual "fuzziness" (Hebrews 5:14) The Christian must always have their "wits" about them. In a sense they are always on "sentry duty". “Putting on”: Watchfulness means that one makes good use of the weaponry that God has provided. God often has Paul use a military or soldier illustration in reference to the Christian life (Ephesians 6:13 ff; Romans 13:12; 2 Corinthians 6:7; 2 Corinthians 10:4; 2 Timothy 2:3-4). 

“The breastplate of faith and love”: Compare with Ephesians 6:14. The Breastplate for the ancient soldier protected the vital organs. A direct hit in this section usually was fatal, if one was unprotected. In like manner, faith and love are necessary to protect the most vital aspect of the Christian, that being his or her mind and heart (Proverbs 4:23; Mark 7:20-23; Hebrews 3:12). Note how "active" faith and love is viewed as defensive armor. Faith is essential, because defeat for the Christian is certain, if one loses their conviction that God is good and that God can be trusted. Love is essential, because without love, even our best efforts will be nothing more than selfish attempts as self glory and manipulation (1 Corinthians 13:1-4). “And for a helmet, the hope of salvation”: “Paul may intend us top infer than nothing in the Christian"s equipment surpasses faith, love, and hope” (Morris p. 159). Hope is so important because it enables us to see past the current, seemingly enticing pleasures of the world. Hope helps us look beyond this existence (Romans 8:18). Hope enables us to put long term gain ahead of short term pleasures (Hebrews 11:25-26). This verse should also remind the Christian that God has given us everything we need to end up saved, His word (Romans 1:16); the sacrifice of His Son (John 3:16); clear conditions of salvation (Mark 16:16); access to forgiveness, even after we become Christians (1 John 1:8); encouragement from other Christians (Hebrews 10:24); and His monitoring of temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13). 

Verse 9
1 Thessalonians 5:9 “For God appointed us not into wrath, but unto the obtaining of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ” 

“For God appointed us not into wrath”: The word "appointed" does not mean that God has "predestined" (against their freewill) the salvation of certain individuals. Obviously, these Christians could fail (1 Thessalonians 4:6-8), and some of them did (2 Thessalonians 3:14). If Calvinism is right, then God has appointed the vast majority for wrath--regardless of the choices of those people thus predestined. In contrast, this verse is teaching a wonderful truth. One writer notes, “God never intended for us humans to live out our lives on this earth only to be punished eternally in Hell. God does not wish anyone to be the recipient of His wrath (2 Peter 3:9)” (Denton Lectures p. 179). Here is great encouragement and incentive to prepare for "that day". God is not working against us, and God is not trying to trip us up, rather, God wants us saved (1 Timothy 2:4); and He is trying to do everything short of violating our freewill to see that we do end up saved (2 Peter 1:3). God"s call through the gospel (2 Thessalonians 3:14) is intended to save people. “For God did not choose us to condemn us” (Phi). Marshall notes, “Paul"s exhortations to vigilance would be nonsensical if vigilance was the product of some inward causation in the believer by God or if there was no possibility of disobeying the exhortation” (p. 140). 

“But unto the obtaining of salvation through out Lord Jesus Christ”: Notice how "salvation" is still future in some sense. Clearly, then the "appointment" in the first part of the verse is not of the Calvinist brand, because if God predestined these people for salvation (regardless of their own freewill), then they would already have in their own possession salvation. In fact, they would have "obtained" such salvation the moment God selected them. “Through”: Jesus is the only way (John 14:6; Acts 4:12).

Verse 10
1 Thessalonians 5:10 “Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him” 

“Who died for us”: That is why salvation is "through Him". There is not any reason why the Christian should be discouraged or think that "it"s no use". Jesus died for us! God wants us saved (2 Peter 3:9). God is not working against us, in fact, He is watching everything that happens to us, promising that we will never be put in a no-win situation (1 Corinthians 10:13). The root cause of those who end up lost will never be “I couldn’t”, but rather, “I wouldn’t”. “Whether we wake our sleep”: Are living or dead (4:13). “We should”: “First aorist active subjunctive--covering all life (now and hereafter)” (Robertson p. 36). Romans 14:8 “whether we live or die, we are the Lord"s”.

Death does not separate the Christian from God (Luke 16:19 ff; Philippians 1:21-23). The Christian lives together with Christ right now (Galatians 2:20). But if death is a cessation of existence, then how do the Christian dead "live together with Him?" How can a non-existent person have a current relationship with God?

Death holds absolutely no victory over the believer. Death only improves ones relationship with God (Philippians 1:21-23). It only moves one closer and not farther away. In no sense is it a disadvantage for the Christian.

Verse 11
1 Thessalonians 5:11 “Wherefore exhort one another, and build each other up, even as also ye do.”

“Wherefore”: Because of all the encouraging truths just mentioned! “Exhort”: Comfort, exhort, entreat, encourage, implore. “Build”: Confirm, edify, embolden. “Even as also ye do”: Credit where credit is due, and again we find Paul always encouraging God"s people to do more, or to do it today.

God wishes that we look out for each other (Romans 14:19; Romans 15:1-3; 1 Corinthians 10:23-24; Philippians 2:3-4). We often forget what being a "brother" really means, it includes the idea of looking out for your fellow brothers and sisters. God expects Christians to act like a loving family, because that it what we are supposed to be (1 Timothy 3:15). “We are not to leave it to an elite of professional comforters or counselors” (Stott p. 115). “The tense of the imperatives is the present continuous, and it conveys the thought that this is something that they should do habitually” (Morris p. 162). The word "build up" suggests that the Christian life is not supposed to be static. Christianity should be much more than merely hanging on, it is supposed to be a life of continual growth, success and victory (2 Peter 1:5-11), and who else is going to exhort and build us up? Stott reminds us, “The world can be a tough and unfriendly place, as we all know to our cost” (p. 114). 

Closing Observation

“It is worth observing that Paul"s teaching underlines the importance of moral and spiritual preparedness. There is a final wrath from which people need to be saved, and there is the implication that those who are unprepared will miss out on final salvation. Right and wrong matter in the end. Many people fight shy of this, adopting a relativistic view of morality and an ultimate universalism that claims that all mankind will finally be saved, no matter how they may have lived. So far, then, from this passage being time bound and no longer tenable in a Christian understanding of life, it has in fact a vital contribution to make to it” (Marshall p. 144).

Verse 12
1 Thessalonians 5:12 “But we beseech you, brethren, to know them that labor among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you” 

John Stott entitles this section, “How to be a gospel church”. In reading this portion of Scripture it seems that evidently there were some problems at Thessalonica, or members who needed particular instruction and encouragement (). 

“To know them”: “Recognize them for what they are” (Vincent p. 47). “The idea of knowing fully, appreciating at their true worth. It indicates that they had not realized as they should the rightful position of the people in question, and they are called upon to learn the true situation” (Morris p. 165). “Knowing the worth of a person and hence showing them appropriate respect, 1 Corinthians 16:18” (Marshall pp. 146-147). “That labor”: “Normally refers to manual occupations. It means to "toil, strive, struggle and to grow weary in doing so"” (Stott p. 119). The word "labor" is often applied to the work engaged by evangelists and elders (Philippians 1:22; Colossians 1:29). This should remind us that these fields of service are not for the lazy and unmotivated. Fulfilling the task of an evangelist or elder, doing the job right, will involve hard work. “Among you”: Elders oversee the congregation in which they are members (1 Peter 5:2; Acts 14:23). “Are over you”: To stand before, to preside, or be over, rule. “Lit., those who stand in front of you” (Robertson p. 36). “Lit., who are placed before you” (Vincent p. 47). “Originally to ‘put oneself at the head’ or ‘go first’. Then metaphorically it came to mean ‘protect’ or ‘care for’, the notions of ‘leading’ and ‘caring’ seem to be combined” (Stott p. 120). See 1 Timothy 3:4-5; 1 Timothy 3:12; 1 Timothy 5:17 and Hebrews 13:17.

“In the Lord”: It is God"s desire that they shepherd the flock (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:2-3), they are to rule in a way that pleases the Lord (Ephesians 6:4). They derive their authority from God, and it is their task to see that our lives remain in harmony with the Lord. 

“It is sometimes argued that elders do not have any authority in the church because the word ‘authority’ is not used of elders. With that logic parents would have no authority over their children because ‘authority’ is not used of parents!” (Denton Lectures p. 186). The phrase "in the Lord" informs us that elders have the right to admonish or encourage us anytime our attitude or conduct becomes inconsistent with the Lord"s will, or when it prevents us from doing His will.

“And admonish you”: To put in mind, (by implication) to caution or reprove gently: -admonish, warn. “Putting sense into the heads of people” (Robertson p. 36). This word is often associated with teaching (Colossians 1:28; Colossians 3:16). Morris notes, “While its tone is brotherly, it is big-brotherly” (p. 166). This admits that situations will arise in which the elders need to admonish various members. Those “over us in the Lord” are the elders (1 Timothy 5:17), and we always find a plurality of elders in New Testament congregations which had them (Acts 14:23; Acts 20:17; Philippians 1:1). They are the same group of men also known as bishops or overseers and pastors or shepherds (Acts 20:17; Acts 20:28; Titus 1:5-6; 1 Peter 5:1-3). Definite qualifications for this work are outlined in the New Testament (1 Timothy 3:1 ff; Titus 1:5 ff). It is a sign of health in a congregation when elders admonish when needed and when the members appreciate such loving and diligent oversight of their souls.

Verse 13
1 Thessalonians 5:13 “and to esteem them exceeding highly in love for their work"s sake. Be at peace among yourselves” 

“Esteem:”: “To think, to estimate” (Vincent p. 48). “Hold them in special esteem and affection” (Mof). “Exceedingly highly in love”: “Inserted to show that this should be done without stint” (Morris p. 167). “Those who are recognized as leaders must be given appropriate respect. Paul emphasizes that such respect must be shown in full measure and it must not be grudging or partial” (Marshall p. 148). “He wants them to be loved, and not thought simply as the cold voice of authority. Love is the characteristic Christian attitude to man, and this should be shown within the church. Especially is this so in relationships like those between rulers and the ruled, which in other groups of men are apt to be formal and distant” (Morris p. 167). “What attitude should the local congregation adopt towards its elders? They are neither to despise them, as if they were dispensable, nor to flatter or fawn on them as if they were popes or princes, but rather to respect them” (Stott p. 121). “For their works sake”: “For the sake of their work” (Mof). The reason of the respect is the work they are doing. It is not a question of personal prestige” (Barclay p. 239). See 1 Timothy 5:17 and Hebrews 13:17. “It is not a matter of personalities. It is the good of the church that is the important thing” (Morris p. 167). Marshall notes, “Paul adds that such respect is to be shown in love. It does not spring from fear, from an unwilling submission but from love and gratitude for their service in the gospel” (p. 149).

Erdman notes, “It is not enough to respect those who are leaders in the church, to refrain from criticizing them, or to honor them for the work they are called to do. All Christians must help them and share in their labors” (p. 67). See 1 Thessalonians 5:14). “It is a matter of fact that we are often slow to realize to this day that effective leadership in the church of Christ demands effective following. If we are continually critical of them that are set over us, small wonder if they are unable to perform the ‘miracles’ that we demand of them” (Morris p. 167). We must never downplay the importance of the work they perform (Hebrews 13:17). Such “esteem” also includes speaking respectfully about the elders in front of others and especially our children.

“Be at peace among yourselves”: This seems to be connected with what Paul has just previously stated. Stott notes, “This combination of appreciation and affection will enable elders and people to ‘live in peace with each other’” (p. 121). Some suggest that those who were not working (; 2 Thessalonians 3:6 ff), were failing to listen to the admonitions being given by the elders of this congregation. The phrase "among yourselves" means that the imperative "be at peace", applies equally to all members, including the elders. Elders and members are both responsible for keeping the peace. God puts a high priority on peace in the local congregation (Romans 14:17; Romans 14:19; Ephesians 4:3; 2 Timothy 2:22; James 3:18; Romans 12:18; Hebrews 12:14). Obviously the gospel that can bring about reconciliation between God and man should be preached by people who are at peace with each other.

Verse 14
1 Thessalonians 5:14 “And we exhort you, brethren, admonish the disorderly, encourage the fainthearted, support the weak, be longsuffering toward all” 

“And we exhort you”: Three distinct groups in this congregation needed specific attention. This is another way to keep peace in a congregation. Problems usually only grow worse if they are not confronted. “Brethren”: Notice that all Christians have an obligation to the elders. “Disorderly”: “Those who are out of line, probably referring to the idlers and busybodies” (Vincent p. 49). Compare with 1 Thessalonians 4:11; 2 Thessalonians 3:6; 2 Thessalonians 3:11. “Originally referred to the soldier who is out of step or out of rank, or to the army moving in disarray. Frame adds the point that it is not idleness in the sense of legitimate leisure that is meant, but loafing. The use of this word makes it quite clear that there were some at Thessalonica who had ceased to work and were imposing on the generosity of others” (Morris p. 168). “Who were playing truant from work” (Stott p. 122). God knows that at times we might have to be stern with another Christian (2 Timothy 4:2; Acts 8:20-24). Notice that God is very fair. The disorderly man is given a warning, and it is not until the second letter, in which we find that such warning has not been heeded, that disfellowship then takes place (2 Thessalonians 3:14). Compare with Matthew 18:15-17.

“Encourage”: Which includes the ideas of console and comfort as well. “The fainthearted”: “The timid” (Con). “Those of little heart” (Vincent p. 49). “In every community there is the faint-hearted brother who instinctively fears the worst, help others to be brave” (Barclay p. 240). “Despondent or worried or sad, it is broad enough to cover those who were lacking in strength to face up to persecution and those who were saddened or worried by the death of their relatives or friends” (Marshall p. 151). This could also include people that were also anxious in reference to their own salvation. “There are those who are temporarily overwhelmed by the stress of things. Such should not be condemned but consoled and encouraged, so that they may be fitted for the battle once more” (Morris p. 169).

“Support”: To hold oneself opposite another, to care for, hold up. “Weak”: One without strength. “The primary sense is, keeping one"s self directly opposite to another so as to sustain him” (Vincent p. 49). The weak may include members weak in knowledge, or members who have conscience problems with things even in the realm of moral neutrality (1 Corinthians 8:7). Some writers feel that in this context the weak might include members who still felt the strong pull of worldly temptations (1 Thessalonians 4:1 ff). “The law of the jungle says that the weak shall perish and only the fittest survive. The law of Christ is that the strong shall support the weak. (Romans 15:1)” (Fields p. 143). Notice that the weak and faint-hearted are not despised, yet neither are they pitied. We should not offer excuses for their lack of faith or courage, rather we are to help them grow. Implied in this verse is that the various groups being exhorted are expected to receive and embrace such encouragement and admonition. If we are to support the weak, that necessitates the weak accepting our help. If I am to hold on to the weak, then the weak must be willing to let me hold on to them (Hebrews 12:12-13). The thought is that it is good for weak souls to know that there are others who are with them, who will cleave to them in the difficult moment, who will not forsake them (Morris p. 169). Notice that God knows that the local congregation is fully equipped to support its own members. Paul is saying that we need to make it hard for people to fall away. That if a Christian is going to forfeit their salvation, then they must deliberately resist all our efforts, they must turn their back on God and us.

“Be longsuffering toward all”: This does not mean that we are to allow people to do anything they like, or remain in their sins (Matthew 18:15 ff). It does mean that patience is a greatly needed quality in dealing with brethren in the above groups and just brethren in general (2 Timothy 2:24 ff). “Christians are not to be of hasty temper (1 Corinthians 13:7)” (Erdman p. 68). We must always remember that we are trying to win souls, and not just an argument. People, even fellow Christians can try our patience. Hendriksen notes, “Thus instead of quickly rejecting anyone, patience should be shown” (p. 136).

This passage and other verses inform us that we are not allowed to quickly write people off, including those in sin (Matthew 18:15), even a factious man is given some patience (Titus 3:10). Patience can be learned and appreciated, when we remember how patient God is with us (Ephesians 4:2; Colossians 3:13). Sometimes we are too easily discouraged when dealing with people. Jesus pointed out that people do not always make a clean break with habitual sin on the first attempt (Luke 17:3-4). As long as people are willing to repent, then they are to be given another chance. We must be willing to work hard with every convert, because we do not always initially know who has the real good and honest heart. 

Verse 15
1 Thessalonians 5:15 “See that none render unto any one evil for evil; but always follow after that which is good, one toward another, and toward all”

“See that”: “Take care” (TCNT). “Be sure” (Phi). “Make sure” (Stott p. 123). This admonition is addressed to all members of the Church, we are are indeed our brother"s keeper! God expects a tremendous amount of maturity out of these new converts. “Many of these people had freshly emerged from paganism and this instruction was most appropriate, for the Greeks were remarkable for their undying feuds” (Denton Lectureship p. 190). “None”: Such behavior is inexcusable for any Christian, young or old, new convert or elder. “Unto any one”: Christian or non-Christian. “Evil for evil”: “Wrong for wrong” (TCNT). This is why God is against the individual taking vengeance. Retaliation usually results in another "evil". Government is given the "right" to avenge wrongs and punish the evildoer, but not the individual (Compare Matthew 5:38-44; Romans 13:1-4). Morris notes, “Subject to constant harassing from both Jew and Gentile it would have been easy for them to become embittered. But it was just in this situation that they were called upon to render to no man evil for evil. The great precepts of the Christian faith are not addressed only to those who find them easy to keep, but to all” (p. 170). See Romans 12:17-21; 1 Peter 3:9. Fields notes the four ways to react: (a) The cruel or Communist way, return evil for good. (b) The common way, return evil for evil. (c) The courteous or civil way, return good for good. (d) The Christian way, return good for evil." (p. 144)

“Always follow after”: “Keep up the chase after the good” (Robertson p. 37). This needs to be the common and habitual reaction for the Christian, and not the exception. “That which is good”: “Strive to do good always” (Con). “You must aim always at what is best” (Knox).

“That which is good” does not include supporting someone in their sin(s). We must always let God define the "good".

We need to remember that this specific verse is talking about returning "good" in the face of hostility. "..requires that we do to others what we would wish them to do to us, regardless of whether or not they actually do their part (Matthew 7:12; Luke 6:31)." (Marshall p. 153)

“One toward another, and toward all”: Christians and non-Christians. Therefore, Christians do have the right to become involved in wronging people in business and so on. God does care concerning how we treat the non-Christian.

Verse 16
1 Thessalonians 5:16 “Rejoice always” 

The fact that we are saved (), should always be at least one major source of continual joy for the Christian (Philippians 4:4). ‘Be happy in your faith at all times” (Phi). This admonition was addressed to Christians who were suffering. The Christian can rejoice despite and because of hardship, because he or she knows that when hardship is met with the proper attitude, the end result will be great improvement in one’s character (James 1:2-4; 1 Peter 4:13). “If our Christian experience does not lead to joy, we do well to ask whether it is genuine” (Marshall p. 154). Fields notes, “The secret to true joy is to avoid trying to be happy, chasing happiness itself is like chasing rainbows. It is always just beyond reach” (p. 144). We should note that happiness is a result of unselfish service (5:14-15), rather than the end all. This verse seems to be linked with the context: We cannot rejoice if we are nursing or holding on to grudges (5:15). There should be rejoicing even when we forgive. We should be glad when someone repents and they allow us to embrace them back into fellowship. Forgiveness should be a happy thing to do (Luke 15:7). Stott notes, “Many church services are unforgivably gloomy. Although, to be sure, it is always appropriate to worship Almighty God with awe and humility, yet every service should also be a celebration, a joyful rehearsal of what God has done and given through Christ” (p. 125). Compare with Psalms 95:1-2; Psalms 100:1-2.

Verse 17
1 Thessalonians 5:17 “pray without ceasing” 

This is common theme in Paul’s letter (; 2 Thessalonians 3:1; Romans 12:12; Ephesians 6:18; Colossians 4:2). This reveals that the Christian is not confined by "set hours" to pray. “The Christian should live in such communion with God that prayer is always easy and natural” (Marshall p. 155). In view of reality within any congregation (5:14), there are and will be always those who need our prayers. Effective prayer is linked with "rejoicing". Morris notes, “Christianity is a religion which turns men"s thoughts away from themselves and their puny deeds to the great God who has wrought a stupendous salvation for them, the Christian man is ever conscious of his dependence upon God” (pp. 172-173).

It is easy to forget that there is always something we can do--even in face of the most perplexing and stubborn of problems. We can always pray! (James 5:17-18)

Verse 18
1 Thessalonians 5:18 “in everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus to you-ward” 

“In everything give thanks”: Yes even be grateful for the hard times (Romans 5:3-5). “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits” (Psalms 103:2). Barclay notes, “We must always remember that if we face the sun the shadows will fall behind us, but if we turn our backs on the sun all the shadows will be in front” (p. 240). Even if terrible things happen, we need to be thankful that God was faithful, it could have been worse (1 Corinthians 10:13). God exists, therefore something beneficial can be gained (James 1:2-4), that is, suffering for the faithful Christian is never meaningless or pointless. We have been delivered from eternal suffering! Unfortunately, many people need almost ideal circumstances to be thankful or happy. What a miserable existence! The word "thankful" should always remind the Christian that the world does not "owe" us anything. We are the debtors (Romans 1:14). No circumstances, should ever move the Christian into thinking that God is now indebted to them, that is, that God owes them (Luke 17:10).

“For this is the will of God in Christ Jesus to you-ward”: This is the response to those who might say to themselves, “But I don"t feel like being grateful to God right now”. God wants His people to be thankful and joyful. The Bible was not written to make our lives miserable, rather God wants us saved and happy.

Verse 19
1 Thessalonians 5:19 “Quench not the Spirit” 

“Quench”: To extinguish. “Do not stifle the utterances of the Spirit” (TCNT). “Do not stifle inspiration” (NEB). “The Spirit”: That is, the Holy Spirit. In view of verse 20, we find that the Thessalonians possessed various spiritual gifts, including prophecy. During the time when spiritual gifts were operational, they were to be used and encouraged. This also suggests that the prophet did have control over whether or not he spoke. Those who were inspired were not to become fearful or timid in preaching the gospel.

Verse 20
1 Thessalonians 5:20 “Despise not prophesyings” 

“Despise”: To set at nought or view as being contemptible. 

“Do not make light of prophetic gifts” (TCNT). “do not hold prophecy in low esteem” (Knox). “Do not scoff at those who prophesy” (Tay). Paul faced people who did not appreciate the truth that was revealed through Him by the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 14:37). The various inspired teachers in Thessalonica may have faced the same attitude, especially as they tried to admonish the lazy among them. “The meddlers, and the loafers in Thessalonica may not have appreciated some of the utterances of the true prophets” (Hendriksen p. 140). From this and other passages it appears that spiritual gifts could not only be abused (1 Corinthians 14:1-40), but they could also fall into disuse (2 Timothy 1:6-7; cf. 1 Corinthians 14:32). When the New Testament was completely revealed, these gifts ceased (1 Corinthians 13:8-13). In addition, they could only be transferred through the laying on of the apostles hands (Acts 8:14 ff). People can still "despise" prophetic utterances, for the word of God is composed of one prophetic or inspired utterance after another (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21). When people claim that the Old Testament is a collection of myths they are despising the messages of the prophets. When people claim that the Bible has not been accurately transmitted they are despising the prophetic utterances of the apostles, and when people reject any teaching of Scripture they are despising or giving very little value to the fact that the Bible is inspired.

For those who contend for modern day inspiration; Stott notes: “If there were such inspired people in the church today, we would have to add their words to Scripture, and the whole church would have to listen and obey” (p. 127). That"s an excellent point! Many people, afraid of offending someone or some group, will say something like, “Who is to say that they aren"t speaking for God?” Yet if a person is speaking for God- then we must do what they say or perish! (1 Thessalonians 4:8)

Verse 21
1 Thessalonians 5:21 “prove all things; hold fast that which is good”

“Prove”: To test, examine. “And yet you must scrutinize it all carefully” (Knox). The expression “all things” should remind us that we cannot just assume that something is right, neither can we accept the conclusions or majority opinions of secular society. The only means by which we can infallibly know if something is good or evil, is to test it by the word of God (Hebrews 5:14; Acts 17:11). God does not want us to be gullible. Genuine faith is not blind (Matthew 10:16). Certain people think it is really spiritual to just embrace and believe whatever religious leaders may say, yet false teachers do exist, and they exist in abundance (1 John 4:1). Even more prevalent is the attitude that we will just know if something is right or wrong depending on the "vibes” or “feelings" we receive when it crosses our path (Proverbs 16:25). In the context, "examine everything" would include an examination of the utterances being given by the prophets, because unfortunately, false prophets and pretenders have always existed. All teachers must be tested by previously revealed revelation (1 John 4:1-3; Acts 17:11; 2 John 1:9-11).

Hendriksen notes, “’Test all things’ cannot mean ‘Try everything once’, or ‘Enter every place of wickedness and find out for yourselves what it is"” (p. 140). Good and evil are not always easy to distinguish at first sight (Hebrews 5:12-14; Colossians 2:23). It is not being cruel or insensitive to ask someone to give a Biblical verse in defense of what they are teaching or practicing in the name of God. 

“Hold fast”: “Cling” (TCNT). “Retaining only what is good” (Knox). “Keep on holding” (Robertson p. 38). “Denotes firm acceptance of the good. There must be no half measures” (Morris p. 178). We must do more than simply mentally "know" what is good, we must embrace it and practice it.

Verse 22
1 Thessalonians 5:22 “abstain from every form of evil” 

“Abstain”: To hold oneself off, that is refrain. “Every form”: The term “form” here means appearance, fashion or shape. This would include evil advice or false teachings. Every "form" of evil, whether that "form" takes the form of speech, attitude, conduct, example, and so on. “It signifies basically ‘that which meets the eye’, ‘the external appearance’. But from this it develops the secondary meaning of ‘kind’ or ‘species’. ‘Avoid every kind of evil’” (Morris pp. 178-179).

Verse 23
1 Thessalonians 5:23 “And the God of peace Himself sanctify you wholly; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved entire, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”

“And”: Notice the connection between this verse and the previous one. God does not cleanse or sanctify people apart from their cooperation. In order to end up pure and holy, we need to depart from evil and hold to that which is good (2 Corinthians 7:1). “The God of peace”: The God who enables us to be forgiven, so we can have peace with Him (Colossians 1:21-22), and peace with others (Ephesians 2:14-16). This is another way of saying that God is the only source of spiritual blessings for mankind (Ephesians 1:3). Paul often calls God, the God of peace (Romans 15:33; Romans 16:20; 2 Corinthians 13:11; 2 Thessalonians 3:16). This expression should remind us that God is not the cause for the strife and unhappiness in the world. Too many people try to blame this world"s problems on "Christianity". Man causes the problems, not God (Romans 3:23).

“Sanctify”: “Render sacred, declare holy, consecrate, separate from things profane, dedicate to God, purify” (Fields p. 151). “You wholly”: Compete to the end. “Consecrate you through and through” (Mof). 

Paul is not teaching the idea that God mysteriously or miraculously removes all desires to sin in the believer, because Paul himself, had to buffet his body (1 Corinthians 9:27; 1 John 1:8-10). Instead Paul is describing the aim and goal of the Christian life, which is to be wholly pure, inside and outside, our conduct, speech, thoughts and attitude all directed towards glorifying God (Romans 6:13; Romans 6:19; Matthew 22:37). Here is great news for the Christian. Faithfulness to God, endeavoring to put on the new man completely, will result in our complete purity in eternity (Revelation 21:4). 

“Spirit and soul and body”: Commentators speculate concerning if Paul here intends any distinction between the spirit and the soul. In other places, man is viewed as having a very definite dual nature (Ecclesiastes 12:7; Matthew 10:28; 2 Corinthians 4:16), yet the Hebrew writer seems to imply that there is a distinction between the soul and the spirit (Hebrews 4:12). Up to this time I have personally been unable to find a satisfactory answer as to how the soul differs from the spirit. Hebrews 4:12 seems to imply that such a distinction is not readily or easily seen, and also that such a distinction might be a very fine line.

“Be preserved entire, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus”: The Christian will not lose anything. He or she will not even lose their body (Romans 8:23). If the soul is more of the personality of the inner man (as some suggest), this verse could be teaching that for the faithful Christian, heaven means a cleansed and pure mind, but a mind that still remembers the good memories of this life, that is, a purified memory. It could also suggest that we will retain somewhat distinctive personalities in eternity, which means we will not be robots, but it would be a personality cleansed of all the things that got us into trouble in this life. The expression “without blame” does not require perfection in this life, but it does require sincere repentance and forgiveness (Romans 4:6-8). Carefully note that the Bible teaches a salvation of the entire person. We cannot separate our personal lives from our faith, neither can we say that whatever we do with our bodies or whatever we believe or think does not impact upon our relationship with God. God requires the complete loyalty of the individual. 

Verse 24
1 Thessalonians 5:24 “Faithful is He that calleth you, who will also do it” 

“Faithful”: One who is trustworthy and dependable. “He who calls you will not fail you” (TCNT). See 2 Timothy 2:13; 1 Corinthians 10:13). God does not call people through the gospel (2 Thessalonians 2:14), only to abandon them when they obey the gospel. “Perhaps we need to be reminded of the great truth that, since God is doing His part, we must do ours” (Denton Lectureship p. 213).

God can be depended upon (1 Peter 2:6). The person who puts their complete trust in God, will not be disappointed. “But God, besides being a Caller, is a Doer. The God to whom Paul prays is not a God who is inactive or ineffective (Numbers 23:19” (Morris p. 183). We also need to remember that part of God"s "faithfulness" is a faithfulness to Himself. He cannot save the person who does not want to be saved, and He will not save those who are unfaithful (2 Timoty 2:11-13). That fact that God is "faithful", infers that God is not fickle, He does not keep changing His mind as to what constitutes right and wrong. God is dependable and constant (Hebrews 13:8), and means that God cannot lie (Titus 1:2). Which means that what God revealed in the Scriptures is exactly what He will do.

“Calleth”: “The calling to which Paul referred is not something difficult to comprehend. It is not the alleged ‘calling’ many religious people say they have received. The Christians in Thessalonica chose to hear, believe, accept and obey the Gospel. They chose to obey God. They chose to become New Testament Christians rather than remain lost and dead in sin” (Denton Lectureship p. 214).

Verse 25
1 Thessalonians 5:25 “Brethren, pray for us” 

“Pray”: The word “pray” here is in the continuous tense, that is, keep praying for us. Paul often asks for the prayers of those he had converted (Ephesians 6:19; Colossians 3:3; 2 Thessalonians 3:1). This infers that the prayers of "ordinary" Christians are just as effective as the prayers of an apostle. Those members in the first century who could not journey and spread the gospel, could perform a valuable service in praying for those who did. This is also a mark of Paul"s humility. He realized that he needed the prayers of Christians, even new converts. He knew that he needed their prayers just as much as they needed his. “It is easy to picture for ourselves Paul as a very great Apostle ceaselessly occupied with his work of issuing directives to other people on how they should live out their faith, while he himself sits above the storm or calmly goes on his undisturbed way. Such, of course, is far from being a true picture. Paul was very much caught up in the hurly-burly. He was very conscious of his own limitations” (Morris p. 183).

Verse 26
1 Thessalonians 5:26 “Salute all the brethren with a holy kiss” 

“Salute”: Embrace, greet, welcome. “Holy kiss”: “Sacred kiss” (TCNT). Compare with Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 16:20; 2 Corinthians 13:12; 1 Peter 5:14.

Fields notes, “In this verse Paul did not say that we had to kiss every time we met or said ‘good-bye’. Neither was he instituting a new church custom or ordinance. Since kissing was a form of greeting common in the world of that time (and for centuries previous), he could not have meant to institute a new practice, but he is here purifying an old one, insisting that the greeting be holy. This instruction applies to all our greetings, whether they be by handshake, embrace, or kiss” (p. 155). “This kiss was given on the cheek, the forehead, the beard, the hands, the feet, but not (in Palestine) the lips. There is reason to believe that, as a rule, men only thus greeted men, and women greeted women” (Fields p. 154). Jesus placed this form of greeting in a context with other customs of the time (Luke 7:45). This verse reminds us that all our brethren should be dear to us. Fields notes, “The people we associate with on Sunday ought to mean much more to us that the people with whom we mingle during the week. It is good to see churches where the members greet and talk freely to one another” (p. 154). “The custom among early Christians indicated their belief that the church of Christ formed a real brotherhood” (Erdman p. 72). This verse also tells us that there is no place in the church for insincere, cold, distant or unfriendly attitudes among faithful brethren. 

Verse 27
1 Thessalonians 5:27 “I adjure you by the Lord that this epistle be read unto all the brethren” 

“Adjure”: To put on oath, make swear; by analogy, to solemnly enjoin, adjure, charge. “I give orders” (Bas). “This strong appeal may perhaps be explained by a suspicion on Paul"s part that a wrong use might be made of his name and authority (see 2 Thessalonians 2:2), so that it was important that his views should be made known to all” (Vincent p. 53). “He placed them under oath to do this. This certainly emphasized the importance that Paul attached to his writings” (Fields p. 156).

“Be read unto all the brethren”: Compare with Colossians 4:16. “Paul evidently thought that his letter could be understood by the common people in the church. The Roman Catholic clergy has often held back the Bible from their people, saying that the laity cannot interpret correctly the Bible without an infallible guide. However, Lois, Eunice, the Bereans, the Ephesians, and many others all read and understood the Scriptures without any official interpreter to explain them (2 Timothy 1:5; 2 Timothy 3:15; Acts 17:11; Ephesians 3:4)” (Fields p. 155). God wants this letter read publicly to all the brethren, that is, when they are assembled. Hence preaching and bible reading were an essential aspect of the worship when the First Century churches assembled (1 Timothy 4:13).

“All”: “It is very well possible that some of the disorderly persons, upon hearing that a letter from the missionaries had arrived and suspecting that it contained some admonitions intended especially for them, might wish to be absent when it was read aloud to the congregation. So Paul stresses the fact that by all means every person in the church must hear the letter” (Hendriksen p. 144). Marshall observes, “It is interesting that he simply assumes that all the members of the church do gather together regularly” (p. 165). 

Verse 28
1 Thessalonians 5:28 “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you” 

Stott notes, “If a local church is to become a gospel church, it must not only receive the gospel and pass it on, but also embody it in a community life of mutual love” (p. 135).

